                                                   Zoo Photo Club Minutes  Feb. 18 2008 

Carla called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Old Business:

          Marie brought information for a possible trip to Kearney, NE to photograph the Sand Hill Cranes  

the last weekend of March.  There was discussion about the birds & viewing blinds.  Several have been there & there was interest in the trip.  Anyone wanting more information &/or to join the trip should contact Marie.

          Dan has been checking on backgrounds for our photo shoots at the zoo (Boo @ the Zoo & Santa).  Cost for 2 backdrops (perhaps one double sided) & stand would run about $400 - $500.  Marie made a motion seconded by Dan to purchase the backdrops.

New Business:

          Carla informed us that the program, Microsoft Frontpage, that we have been using for our website is being discontinued & we will need to get a new program, perhaps Dreamweaver.  Jake mentioned a web hosting site that had built-in software & perhaps we should investigate our options before making a purchase.  Carla is to research & report back.

          We discussed the Jungle Bells & Wild Lights photo shoots, we made all of $35. due to the bad weather we had both weekends.

           Marie announced that we have a new baby Red Capped Mangebey Monkey at the zoo.

          Carla gave information about a Polar Bear trip to Churchill next November with Mark Rasmussen of LightChase Photography.  The price is very good for a trip of this nature, if interested contact Carla or go to Mark's website: www.geocities.com/lightchasephotography/WelcomePage.html.

          The next PHOTO CONTEST will be in April, the subject will be “Spring”.

Program:

          Carla gave a presentation on using graduated neutral density filters.  They are very useful for balancing light in many situations, mainly landscapes.  They do require use of a tripod & some time to  get comfortable using them.  She showed examples of photos with & without the filters so we could see  how much they improved the photo.  However, if you don't like to use a tripod & spend time setting up the shot this may not be the thing for you.  Carla enjoys this method & it shows in the quality of her images.

Meeting ajourned.

