Minutes of the March Meeting

Melinda Lindsay and Jason Sturdevant were guests for the evening. They told us about their photo experience and we went around the room and told them what kind of equipment we have and what kind of photos we like to take. 

March 29th--30th there will be a trip to Kearney, Nebraska to see Sandhill Cranes. We will meet in Platte City at the QuikTrip. We had a discussion about the Cranes. Nebraska is one of the main flyways and Rowe Sanctuary is a prime area to see them. Crane Meadows and also Highway 10 has some good vantage points.

Stephen Johnson told about a Photo Challenge at the Omaha Zoo. Photos in 5 different categories (plant, animal, people, scenery amphibian). You can enter l photo in one category. They have to be taken during March at the Omaha Zoo, and the deadline is April 1st. 

Another opportunity to shoot is in Topeka Kansas from April 5th to the 16th. There will be thousands of spring bulb plants. 

Northland Photography Club has a website that tells about places to go to shoot. It will also be linked to our website. They meet the first Thursday of the month at Photographix in Kansas City North. The website is northlandphotographyclub.com

We have $3473.96 in the bank. We made $35.00 dollars on the Holiday shoot at the Zoo. The weather was extremely bad and some sessions were cancelled. 

Dan Paulsen was asked about the progress on the backdrop for Boo at the Zoo. He said he hasn’t done anything about it yet, but he will soon. 

We voted on what new software to use for the website. Adobe DreamWeaver was selected.  Carla mentioned that we had over 3000 unique visitors to our website in 2007. 

Total his on the site was 622,545.

Marie said she needed some cards to hand out. We need to have new ones made because the web address on the old ones is wrong and it would be a lot of trouble to change them all. Dan wondered is we needed to have more badges made.

Carla explained about the Conservation Federation of Missouri. She suggested that anyone interested might join. It is a good organization and they have some influence on outdoor legislation in Missouri. It is a model for the nation. The website is confedmo.org.

Bill brought up the Mayor’s cut backs which include the Zoo. Send emails to city council members and urge them not to cut the 2 million dollars from the zoo’s budget. We don’t want the zoo shut down. `The Zoo is important for the kids of the Kansas City area. 

Marie said there had been a baby red-capped mangaby born Jan 12th. It is a relative to the baboon.  They have also improved the hippo area. 

Terry said he would create a new roster soon.

Barbara Chase showed pictures of her recent trip to Florida. Highlights were crocodiles, alligators and shore birds of the Everglades. 

Next months program will be Dick and Ellie Dawson showing pictures of their trip to Borneo. In May, Randy and Barbara Wilsthoff will show photos of a recent trip and in June we will have animals brought in for us to shoot. 
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