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Marie called the meeting to order at about 7:00 PM. Carla and Linda were in Death Valley on a photo shoot.

Marie asked if anyone would be interested in going to Nebraska at the end of March to see the sand hill cranes. Several people were interested. 

Our speaker was Bill Araujo, who is a docent here at the Zoo. In July he had taken a two week trip to Kenya, and had taken a lot of great pictures. 

He went to several camps in remote areas, because he wanted to avoid a lot of people. He said the National Parks are pretty restricted, and people have to stay in the vehicles they tour in. He was able to get out of the van and walk in some areas when it was safe to do so. 

Throughout the trip, he saw a lot of animals and birds. Sometimes these animals were right outside the tent where he was staying. 

The people were very friendly. They were cold, because the temperatures had dropped sometimes down as low as the 40’s. Since they live just a little south of the equator, they are not used to very cool temperatures. 

Cape buffalo would wander into their camp. These animals are very dangerous when they are alone, but in a large herd, they are very docile. He said elephants would wander into the camp at night. 

Some of the animals he photographed included impalas, Thompson’s gazelle, cervil, a pair of ostrich, jackals, elands, hippos, a “journey” of giraffe, water buck, bat eared fox, hyenas, Wildebeast, zebra, lions, reebok, and dik dik. 

He saw only one snake while he was there. He had pictures of the secretary bird, native flowers, acacia trees and beautiful sunsets that were yellow because of the dust. 

He had such a great time that he wants to go back. He has a better idea now where he wants to go and what he wants to see. 

We had our quarterly photo contest. The subject was backyard critters. Peggy Lawrey and Barbara Chase tied for first place. Coincidently, the subject of both first place winners was a ground squirrel or chipmunk. 

Stephen Johnson, Joyce Kirk and Kathy Hinkle followed close behind.

Dan said we made over $800.00 at Boo at the Zoo. He suggested that we buy our own stand and back drop with some of the money. We will discuss it next month. 

Marie said there is a baby zebra on the way. We saw shared pictures of Birds of Prey from Wyandotte Co. Eagle Days, and puppies from Wayside Waifs. 

                                 Barbara Chase
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