Kansas City Zoo Photo Club Meeting Minutes

May 21, 2007
Carla Farris called the meeting to order at about 7:10 p.m. 
Carla said she hopes everyone has been shooting, because our contest is tonight. She advised anyone with prints to enter to bring them over to the table.
She said we have two guests tonight – Jeanne and Shan Conner. Carla asked them to say a few words about themselves. Jeanne said last September she started her own portrait photography business, and Shan is her second shooter. She likes shooting high school seniors and did a wedding recently. Shan said he started getting into photography at the age of 15 and has shot film until recently. He has a Nikon but wants to switch to Canon (he wants to trade up from a Nikon D70 to a Canon F5D, but then, who wouldn’t? :-). He has a darkroom in his basement. They are lovers of wildlife and are Friends of the Zoo members. Jeanne’s Web site is www.jconnerphotography.com.
Carla welcomed them and told them to feel free to attend a few meetings to see if it is right for them before joining. The members at the meeting also introduced themselves.

Carla asked if there was any old business. Tracy Goodrich asked if anyone went to the Wings and Wetlands event. Apparently no one did.

The koalas are in the Discovery Barn now. It was asked whether they ever move. They are weighed each day at 3 p.m., and they do move around then! Nariah likes to be cuddled, so she moves about more. Miimi does not like to be touched as much.
Carla said that she and Linda Hanley went to Fossil Rim in Texas recently, which is where our new cheetahs came from. These cheetahs turned out to be escape artists, so we have had to put in extra hot wire to reinforce the exhibit a bit.

Carla said they took the “conservation tour”, a two-and-a-half-hour tour, and there were only four people in the jeep. Because of the small size, they were taken to extra stops on the tour and given more time to shoot pictures.

Fossil Rim is southwest of Fort Worth. You can see information about it at www.fossilrim.org. Carla said she has some pictures on her Web site of the trip.

You can feed the kudus there out of your hand. They usually are shy, but they came up to Carla and Linda. You also can feed the giraffes and Grant’s zebras (but not the Grevy’s zebras, which are more aggressive). They also have prairie chickens there.
In addition, they have bison and different kinds of antelope. The wildlife center participates in various conservation efforts. You have to have reservations to take the conservation tour. It is a great opportunity for taking pictures.

Marie Bohndorf said she has a list of new animals at the zoo. The baboons had a baby on the 16th. Three bat-eared fox babies were born on May 9. We have a blue duiker baby and a Bali mynah chick that is about to fledge. The kangaroo joeys are about to come out of the pouch. We also have a new male giraffe. 

Marie informed the members that Ashley and Bryan of the education department need pictures of the 15 chimps, including their faces. They also need pictures of the elephants.

The new zoo carousel is scheduled to open Thursday or Friday of this week.

Carla asked if there is anything going on right now to shoot around town. 
This weekend there will be fireworks at Liberty Memorial on Sunday night (the rain date is Monday).

Dan Paulsen said that the Flint Hills Rodeo is June 2 and 3 at Strong City. It is a good event to attend because it is outdoors. You can shoot at night or in the afternoon.

Marie said a barbeque festival is coming up at the Woodlands.
Terry Fretz gave the Treasurer’s report. We have $ 2,506.03 in the treasury.
Marie discussed future speakers for the meetings. She is getting lots of replies of “I will get back to you”. Randy Wisthoff’s wife is into photography. Jerry Kushner, one of the keepers, is also, and Marie is working on getting him to present a program. Tracy said she met a nature photographer friend of some friends in Phoenix who originally is from Kansas City. She will contact her friends about how to reach him and ask if he has an interest in doing a program the next time he is in town. Dan agreed to do a program in July, and Terry will do one in June.

Carla explained that she will not be here next month, because she is going back to Oregon. She said if you ever shoot pictures on the beach, make sure you know how to take apart your tripod to remove the sand. If you have a ball head that will not come apart, be sure you do not get it wet! Salt water can get in the springs and metal parts, so you have to take it apart and clean it.
Carla then moved on to her presentation. This evening, she showed slides of her trip to Alaska in March. It was a trip to see the northern lights. She got back on the 27th of March. It was a little cold going at that time of year. The high temperature was around 21 degrees. She flew in to Minneapolis and met the others on the trip, and then they all flew up on the same flight. It was a seven-hour flight to Anchorage.
They got there in the evening, checked in, and slept. That was the last real sleep they got!

She showed an image at Turnagain Arm near Anchorage.

They went to Seward to take a Resurrection Bay tour. She took pictures of giant chunks of ice while there. The snow was deeper than she is tall. She showed some scenery shots with the sun coming up, hitting the mountains, and some fog. In spring and summer, there are lots of whales.

They drove several hours to the tour and kept looking for moose along the way. Carla saw a couple on the way down, but no one else saw them. It turned out that the tour was canceled; it would not have been good to be on the boat with the ice spray, so they drove around for several hours and saw stellar sea lions and eagles. They were still looking for moose when, down the road, they found the first moose – in the parking lot of the Home Depot! They watched it for a half hour or so. This moose was a bit banged up; one eye looked wounded. Carla explained that moose kill more people than bears do in Alaska. She showed several shots of the moose. She said she was in 80 to 200mm range.

Mark Rasmussen, their guide, stopped at the town of Wasilla. There were a lot of moose there. They were trying to find a good place for a sunset shot. He picked a barn, which Carla found a little disappointing, but a woman came up and told them it was a private home so no pictures were allowed. Instead, they ran across a scene of mountains and frozen water, which turned out pretty nice. There were a lot of pinks in the shots of the mountain river between Anchorage and Wasilla. Carla said she was using a graduated neutral density filter for the images of rivers and mountains.
Her images were out of sequence, she explained, as she showed more shots of Turnagain Arm. She used a fish-eye lens for the fun of it at times. She illustrated how the image does not have to be completely distorted when you use a fish-eye.

Her next shot showed a typical moose sighting – as the moose headed into the woods. But occasionally you get lucky and get the moose head-on instead of disappearing into brush, as Carla illustrated with some of her pictures.

The first night, Mark sent them to bed while he got up every 15 to 30 minutes to check for northern lights. He would watch for aurora storms and would call their rooms and tell them to be in the lobby in 15 minutes if a light show was on its way.

She said she was a little late on these first images; they were pretty green. She was using a three-second or so exposure and playing around with it. She explained the problem with digital for northern lights, which is that you have to have noise reduction on, but then it takes forever. She noted that she will use film next time.

The van that Mark rented also was a nuisance, because any time a door was opened, the lights would blink. So if someone opened a door at the wrong time, it would blow everyone’s shot!

They headed up to Fairbanks and soon were out of bald eagle range. She shared pictures of the last ones she saw at that point.
They also went to Denali National Park. A lot of people never get to see the mountain, known as Denali or Mount McKinley, because of the weather, but the first time they saw it, it was perfectly clear.
They drove through the Denali area, which has a wind tunnel effect. The winds can be 120 mph in the clouds. The clouds take on the shape of the mountains beneath them, and she had fun taking shots of them. These are lenticular clouds. Carla said she had never seen clouds like this before. She used a polarizer only. The high temperatures here were in the negatives, so you cannot stay out in it too long.

She shared pictures of caribou, which were the only wildlife she saw in Denali.
Another night of the trip, it was overcast, rainy, and snowy, but by 9 p.m., it had cleared out completely. This was the coldest night of the trip, -22 or -23, so she has fewer pictures because her feet were freezing! (The warmest it got in Fairbanks was 13 degrees.)

For these northern lights shots, she was doing 30- to 90-second exposures and using auto-white balance. There were two different storms this night. She saw greens, yellows, and some reds in the lights. Carla explained that the pictures do not do it justice; you could watch the lights dance across the sky, and some were very active. The lights are caused by gases in the atmosphere.

Later, Mark dropped off most of the group, who wanted to go to bed, but he explained that this was the type of storm that usually creates another one. So she, Mark, and one other guy went back out. They were experimenting with pictures of the lights and a barn or some cabins in the foreground that they had to light up a little. If you lit it too well, it would blow out the shot.

They also went to the World Champion Ice Festival in Fairbanks, where ice carving is done. She took a few shots but did not want to use up her batteries before the northern lights show that night. She had some images of ice carvings that included a praying mantis, a lion and mouse, and a dog sledder.

At one point on the trip, they went dog sledding, and she had some interesting shots of the dogs up close as they ran.

They saw an open championship dog racing event, a 20-mile race that went in front of their hotel. Some of the dogs looked scary as they ran, but she showed a picture of one who looked really happy. Notice the ice coming off the dogs’ tongues as they ran!
She said that they saw northern lights four of the five nights they were there.

One of the last images she shared was of a pretty mother moose with a yearling.

Carla said she has a list of Mark Rasmussen’s tours. He is reasonably priced and includes everything except airfare and meals. His trips include lighthouses, fall in Alaska, Zion National Park, Hawaii in February, and Yosemite in March. He specializes in neutral density and loans filters to you for the trip. She passed out postcards promoting his business, LightChase Photography.

The presentation ended around 8:20 p.m. We took a break and enjoyed treats brought by Barbara Chase.

Next, we looked at the pictures entered in the contest. The topic this time was zoo animals. Steven Johnson took first place with his hippo picture. Linda took second for her koala shot, and Dan took third with his picture of the dik-dik. Congratulations! Some of the entries were given to Carla for use in the kiosk at the zoo.

The members agreed to have another contest in July; the subject this time will be birds. You can submit one image per person.

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for June 18 at 7 p.m.


-- Tracy Goodrich
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