Kansas City Zoo Photo Club Meeting Minutes

February 19, 2007
Marie Bohndorf called the meeting to order at about 7:10 p.m. She explained that Carla Farris was sick tonight.
Marie said our speaker tonight is Bruce Hogle, a former member who will give a presentation on his trip to New England last fall. Bruce will share slides of a couple of workshops he attended back east.

Bruce said he spent a weekend in the Adirondacks in New York and a second week in the White Mountains in New Hampshire, with a side trip to West Virginia and Babcock Park.

At the end, he said he would give a shameless plug for a Johnson County Community College class he will be teaching. (
He shared images of a red sunset as well as a sunrise shot at Raquette Lake in the Adirondacks, which is a huge place – six million acres, bigger than the states of Vermont and New Hampshire put together. It has 30,000 miles of streams and 600,000 acres of wetlands. You could spend weeks there.

He showed pictures of Buttermilk Falls. How much did he slow the shutter to get that image? Bruce said he shot Velvia 100 at 1 to 2 seconds. He also had images of a small falls, with red leaves in the foreground.

Nancy Rotenberg was one of the instructors. Also John Radigan is good if you like digital.

Bruce talked about bracketing. You can bracket the ISO if you shoot digitally, which you cannot do with film. You can bracket almost anything.

His trip was at the end of September and early October.

They stopped on a roadside near where a friend lives and he had a picture of beautiful red color with mist, which was sunlight catching the maples.

Bruce learned that to shoot reflections in water, you need some color on one side of the bank and the sun behind but hitting the trees, not the water. Then you use long shutter speeds.

He had a picture of his friend’s house; her husband is an amateur architect and they had an unusual home, with lots of curves on the inside.

He show images of a tool and a leaf on the wall at the B&B where he was staying. Also, he had shots of a barn with antiques, a crosscut saw, a leaf on a doorknob, and a granddaddy longlegs near a saw.

At Babcock State Park, he took pictures of a famous grist mill that was rebuilt in 1976, with falls and autumn leaves. The old mill is photographed frequently.

He had a close-up of a piece of birch bark with leaves, backlit.

The White Mountains have been kind of dry, so that exposes a lot of rock and other things you do not usually get to see.

Nancy gives assignments on her workshops. You get an assignment in the afternoon and shoot then plus the following day, and you bring your images to be viewed the following day.

One assignment was The Kiss. Bruce found a boulder with a crack in it that reminded him of it. He zoomed in and found he liked the simplicity of it.

Bruce likes to do some impressionistic work. He had an impressionistic shot of maple and birches. He takes multiple exposures, anywhere from 3 to 16 or 18 on a slide. Or you can use a slow shutter speed and zoom, but it is hard not to get too much light.

He shared a picture of the Presidential Range in the White Mountains, looking west. Bruce said the coldest spot in the U.S. is at the top of Mount Washington!

He had an image of sumac leaves covered with frost. It was taken with a 200mm macro lens and a Canon 500d close-up lens.

Bruce shared some rustic shots such as an image of a door on an old repainted shed, a door hinge from a green door on a red wall, and an old pump house painted red, white, and blue.

The picture of Raquette Lake showed the light hitting the bottom of the lily pads, with a reddish color, almost neon, as the sun was coming up.

He also had a picture of a satellite dish on a muskrat mound!

The next image was a long exposure of water that was yellow and blue, because of the sky, leaves, and water. The light was not hitting the water yet.

He took an impressionistic shot at a roadside that looked like pink and blue swirls. It was three exposures, and he moved the camera just a little bit each time. You can do this with most reasonably good film cameras or with a Nikon digital.

Another picture was of a birch tree with a mushroom growing out the side of the tree.

He shared some black and white images of a stream. He was trying to get some black and whites for his wife.

Nancy got a park ranger to open the gates of a park early, and Bruce got a shot of mist on the lake in New Hampshire early in the morning, just before sunrise.

Nancy invited another professional photographer to come along, and he was helping by scanning slides and taking care of the digital projector. That morning, they were told to think about where the sun was hitting and capture shots accordingly. It was close to freezing, and you could see mist as it warmed up.

Bruce had lots of nice images of streams, leaves, falls, and reflections.

He said he has done workshops with Nancy since July 2004, and it has made a world of difference in his shooting. He is very comfortable with her, and it has made a difference in the quality of his images.

The trees there grow out of the granite, with the roots crawling along the surface. It can be 20 feet to the base of the tree. He had some images of maple sprouts in moss or granite.

The assignment one day was Edges, and everyone was gathering to shoot a leaf swirling in the pool.

Bruce had done an exercise where you left the gear in the car and looked around for 15 minutes first, to see what catches your eye. So he was doing that, and he saw a tree root where it had been scarred. It caught his eye. He tried to rotate his camera so that the image had more energy, but it was too dark in the corners of the picture. He almost quit trying, but he asked Les Saucier, the photographer who was helping, for assistance. They put leaves in the corner, in brown to match the tonality of the image, and bounced some flash in. Les said it was his favorite image of the whole workshop!

Bruce said he is teaching a class called Intro to Photo Impressionism on March 17 at Johnson Count Community College. He showed some examples of his impressionistic images. He explained that you can put two slides together in a mount and get kind of a watercolor effect.

Bruce said he is not into digital yet.

He was asked about the cost of the workshop with Nancy Rotenberg. He said it costs about $500 for a long weekend and a little more for a whole week. She is competitive price-wise. The cost depends on whether she is working with Rocky Mountain School of Photography and how many other pros are with her. She specializes in macro images.

Les’ Web site is www.appalachianjourney.com. He has his New Hampshire pictures posted.

After Bruce’s interesting presentation, Marie explained that she brought in some Missouri Breeding Bird Atlas books that the Missouri Department of Conservation is giving away. Take one if you want it!

We took a break and had treats brought by Michelle Riley.

In new business, Tracy Goodrich explained that John Voiles’ nephew, Kyle Tiemeier, participates in Students for International Change (SIC), which focuses on AIDS prevention and education in Africa and India. Kyle has actually traveled to Tanzania to work on the program. SIC is having a banquet and auction fundraiser in Phoenix, Arizona, in late April, and they are struggling to get donations for this worthy cause. Tracy had e-mailed the group about this before the meeting. She said if anyone had framed or matted images they would be willing to donate, she would be glad to submit them to the live and silent auctions for the fundraiser. African or any other images would be great! Linda Hanley brought a matted image of an African fish eagle for the cause (thanks!). Tracy said she would accept any donations at the meeting in March.

What does the group think about taking a trip soon?

Wings & Wetlands weekend is coming up April 27 to 29 at Cheyenne Bottoms and Quivira Wildlife Refuge in Great Bend, Kansas, and Bob Gress is on the program. It’s lots of fun and costs $85 per person if you enroll before April 14. It includes a reception, buffet, and guided field trips. They take you out in vans, and the guys who drive the vans are very knowledgeable. Marie said she got a great sunrise shot over Cheyenne Bottoms once. You can get more information at www.visitgreatbend.com or www.kansaswetlands.com. With as wet a spring as we have had, it should be great!

Bob Gress also is on the program for the annual Burroughs Audubon banquet on April 14. It is usually about $35 to attend.

Marie asked how many were interested in Wings & Wetlands. She said she could vouch that it is a lot of fun and you get a lot of good pictures. Several raised their hands. She said she would tell Bob that those who want to go will be at Wings & Wetlands.

There was no old business.

Marie asked Max (or Bill Araujo, a docent who was in attendance) for an update on the zoo. They said the Prevost’s squirrel babies are out, active, and inquisitive. The New Guinea singing dogs should be out by now. We have been having trouble keeping them in the exhibit space. They are climbers and are not afraid of wires. They are kept where the dingoes were kept. Purebred singing dogs are very rare; Bill found a Web site with audio and said it was very interesting. Their howls are a bit like wolves but different.

We have lots of baby oryx. Also, a baby squirrel monkey was delivered by C-section. The black-footed cats will go where the hyrax were in Africa. We also have a baby dik dik that the mother is not taking care of, so zoo staff is taking turns feeding the dik dik and monkey every three hours. It takes 30 to 45 minutes to feed one, so those on shift basically are up all night.

Africa will reopen on March 17.

The summer exhibit will be koalas, and they will go where the squirrel monkeys are in the Discovery Barn. The koalas must go there because they require a four-foot setback.

It is hoped that the carousel will open Memorial Day weekend.

Ashley Cunningham is the new docent coordinator in the education department; she took Jennifer Keeney’s place.

Our next presenter will be Jim Braswell, who went to Alaska recently to photograph bears.

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for March 19 at 7 p.m.


-- Tracy Goodrich
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