Kansas City Zoo Photo Club Meeting Minutes

January 22, 2007
Carla Farris called the meeting to order at about 7:10 p.m. The January 15 meeting was canceled and moved to tonight, due to weather. She thanked everyone for making it out tonight. She explained that it was lucky we had to cancel the meeting last week, because it opened up the opportunity for us to have a speaker. Jim Griggs joins us again tonight. Previously he gave a presentation on Africa. Tonight he is giving a presentation on the Canyonlands of Utah.
First, Carla asked if there was any old business.

Regarding the Web site, she reminded everyone that we can add to our personal gallery pages now. Please send or e-mail pictures to Carla. Try to make the longest side up to 640 in resolution. Panoramics are fine.

Terry Fretz gave the Treasurer’s report. In November, he deposited $776 in dues and funds from Boo at the Zoo. In December, we made $465 on the first day of the Christmas shoot and $205 on the second day.

Here are the amounts in the treasury:

Beginning balance
$ 2,549.68


-   $ 63.65

Ending balance
$2,486.03

The withdrawal was for supplies for the Christmas shoot at the zoo.

Carla said the Christmas shoot went pretty well. The first Saturday was packed. The second was a bit slower. She said a few people were upset that they could not get their pictures immediately. Both days were fun, and there were a lot of kids. The kids were posed on the chimp that is one of the carousel pieces.

Carla talked about a few events to shoot. From 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, there will be controlled burns in Heritage Park in Johnson County. She said she and Dan went to one last year, and it was pretty neat to watch. 

There still are birds at Squaw Creek, including 283 eagles.

The National Wildlife Refuge Association photo contest (see www.refugenet.org) requires entries by January 31. The photos must be taken at a wildlife refuge.

Marie Bohndorf talked to Bob Gress about a possible photo shoot at Quivira National Wildlife Refuge. She also has a few other speakers lined up for upcoming meetings.

Barbara Chase passed around a refreshments sign-up sheet. Also, if you are not getting the club e-mails from her, she asked that you let her know your e-mail address.

Carla told the members that she tries to update the club Web site as soon as possible with information about canceled meetings and so on. She also will try to put the speakers on the Web site.

Jim Griggs then began his presentation on Canyonlands in Utah. He said he has driven across the state many times, similar to driving across Kansas. He decided it was time to see the state. He had been planning the trip for about four years and finally made it. He timed the trip to coincide with a full moon.

He explained that he used software called Heavenly Opportunity, where you can put in any location, like a city and state, and it will tell you the moon phases and when it rises and sets, as well as the angle. You can determine when the full moon will occur. It is free shareware, although he gave them $15 because he thinks the software is so neat.

It covers numerous cities and towns in the U.S. It will help you know how to line up the shot so the moon is behind your image or however you want to take the picture.

Jim said he and his wife only had about eight days for the trip, so they started early and drove all day the first day. They stopped at Colorado National Monument at sunset, but they found out it is better at sunrise. Then they headed to Arches National Park. 

He shared images of arches, contrails in the sky, and the canyon through which the Colorado River runs. He had a picture of a new arch just forming; the rock caves away underneath.

He asked if anyone had read Desert Solitaire by Edward Abbey. It is a good book about Utah and Canyonlands. 

The Double Arch was in the opening scene of Raiders of the Lost Ark. Jim was there in April of last year, and a film crew was shooting videos. Some of the arches are close to the road – a quarter to an eighth of a mile – and some you must hike miles to get to. It can take three to five hours depending on how hot it is.

He had some interesting shots of arches with mountains and snow in the background.

He shared an image of the full moon coming up over an arch. He explained that it actually is better to take the shot a day before the full moon.

He said he was waiting for the moon to come up when a tourist asked him what he was doing. When he explained, the man wanted to know how he knew the moon would come up there. Jim convinced the man that he was an astronomer. (
He reminded us to turn and look behind you, back at the sunset, while you are waiting for the shot – you may get a nice shot that way, too.

Jim explained that he was somewhat of a desert rat himself; he had led backpacking trips in Big Bend in younger days.

He said he went to both Island in the Sky and Needles districts of Canyonlands. He had some shots of Dead Horse Point. You can get some nice flower shots in March or April. Later, in summer, it gets very hot.

He said one of the best ways to see the Canyonlands area is from a plane. He took a flight and said the aerial stuff is his favorite. He got a real feel for how wild the land is.

He compromised with the pilot, so they took off about 7:15 a.m. (Jim wanted to leave at 6, and the pilot wanted to leave at 8.) The plane ride was well worth it. It was only about one hour to one hour and fifteen minutes long. You could see some roads, but you had to have four-wheel drive or a rental to get there.

He said he did not use filters. The pictures were taken with a 100-400 zoom through the window of the plane. 

He had shots of the confluence of the Colorado and Green Rivers. You can see two different colors to the water where they meet.

In Needles, he reached a point where the roads were only kind of paved. There were probably 100 people there in jacked-up jeeps. He parked in the lot and walked rather than get stuck out there.

He said an area called Newspaper Rock was neat, with lots of petroglyphs.

He hiked a lot of Bryce Canyon. He had scoped out and mapped an area he wanted to photograph early, and he got there about 5:40 a.m. but was pushed out by a busload of tourists. So he was a bit disenchanted with Bryce, but he liked a state park nearby that was a lot more intimate.

He shared images of pronghorn antelope taken after dark.

His favorite place was Boulder, Utah, where there was an old Indian pueblo. Ten miles south was some of the hardest desert rock, and ten miles north was pristine forest. It was a great area.

At Kodachrome Basin State Park, he got shots of fingers imprinted in the rock. The area has lots of spires. 

South of Boulder, it was so desolate, it looked like you were on the moon, except for some small green plants.

In the mountains, he captured images of aspen and deer.

Capital Reef, Utah, was one of the best places. It had nice washes, interesting terrain, and pot holes along the cliff. He captured desert varnish on the cliff, behind a tree, that looked like zebra stripes. Jim said he was intrigued by the lines and flow of erosion on the rocks.

At one point, he came upon a guy sitting up on the cliff wall. It was a rancher in the area who just comes to sit there for awhile. Jim took his picture.

About 35 to 40 feet up a wall, there was a date of September, 1911, and the names of townspeople.

He showed pictures of the Escalante River with reflections of the trees and cliffs. They found a granary where the Indians stored corn. Capital Reef had no slot canyons, but it was spectacular and desolate if you get out and walk the canyons.

Jim said he was there six days, and he wants to go back and visit. They stayed in many rented cabins that were nice and that he found on the Internet. At Bryce, they stayed at Ruby’s Inn for about $60 a night.

Jim explained that he has rethought his approach to photography lately. He is doing more shooting here in Kansas. He said the April issue of National Geographic had a photo essay called Splendor of the Grass, which was shot in the tallgrass prairie. He went with Jim Richardson for the shoot and got hooked on shooting grasslands, clouds, and so on.

Richardson will be in Topeka around March 21 with a traveling exhibit of his work.

He said a defining moment of this experience with Richardson was when they were shooting a meteor shower, and the moon came up and killed the shot. So Richardson shot a tree lit up with a flashlight and the Milky Way behind it. It was interesting shooting with Richardson.

He learned a lot. When dusk came, Richardson would be digging out his flashlight, filters, and so on. He used high and low angles. Jim said he filled three cards – after dark! – shooting a flower. He now has a right-angle finder and is looking at different angles than before. He is either shooting on the ground or from a plane now, never at eye level.

Barbara mentioned that she did a canoe trip through Canyonlands on the Green River.

Jim said the next meeting of the Great Plains Nature Photographers (GPNP) would be in Wichita. They got the blessing of Canon to try to get whomever they want as a speaker. They are working on getting Jim Brandenburg to do a program. If not, they have a couple of other people in mind. Art Wolfe would be cool; he was at a GPNP meeting once before. Canon has been phenomenal about sponsoring. Joel Sartore is Jim’s favorite.

He explained that the club will be meeting once a year only now. There is talk of doing something in the spring with Mpix – a digital place in Pittsburg, Kansas.

The Web site for the club is www.GPNP.org. Harland Schuster maintains it when he is home and awake. Harland’s Web site is www.kansasphototour.com. There are hundreds of places to go in Kansas to shoot pictures, and if it is in the state, Harland has been there.

Jim said www.flickr.com is free and a good place to discuss and post pictures.

Jim mentioned that www.slrgear.com has the best lens tests in the world.

After Jim’s interesting presentation, we took a break and had chocolate meringue pie baked by Carla!

At 8:30 p.m., we reconvened and Jake Paulsen gave a short presentation on his trip with Carla to Utah and some photo assignments.

He had shots near Zion National Park and in Zion, including the Watchman. He shared pictures of some golden cottonwoods that seemed to glow when backlit. He also showed images of Bryce Canyon with snow on the ground. It was sunny there but cold – about 28 degrees. He had a great shot of the Grand Canyon at sunrise.

He also shoots for the Gardner News, and he shared some of those images, including sport shots – basketball at the high school, a panning shot of a triathlon biker, and a tennis match.

Another newspaper assignment took him to a Christmas show, where they had a real child as the baby Jesus and real donkeys. He couldn’t use flash, so he shot at 2.8 for 1/60th of a second and was not sure how they would turn out. He had some nice shots of a woman singing and a girl in a candle’s glow.

He also had an image of a wrestling match taken with an 80-200mm zoom and flash. 

At the Kansas City Gift Mart, he took pictures of a Muslim community holiday celebration. A nationally renowned woman there was doing henna tattoos – it was very intricate work.

The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for February 19 at 7 p.m.


-- Tracy Goodrich
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