Kansas City Zoo Photo Club Meeting Minutes

April 16, 2007
Carla Farris called the meeting to order at about 7:05 p.m. 
She reminded the members that the zoo needs pictures of animals for the new carousel. The picture must be of the complete animal. .JPGs probably will work.
The Wings and Wetlands event was mentioned at the last meeting. It will be April 27 to 29 in Great Bend. It is $100 after April 14 and will include a reception, several buffets, and so on. Carla has the form if you want to see it.
The Northland Photography Club now is meeting at Photographx Unlimited. The club president, John Seals, is here tonight; see him for more details.
Koalas are now on exhibit at the zoo. Steven Johnson said they weigh them at 3 p.m. each day, so if you are there at that time, you might even see them move! ;-)

The zoo has three new cheetahs on exhibit, and Marie has taken some great pictures of them. Also, Steven has some pictures, and they are moving and playing. They are pretty energetic and are not used to grass, hot wire, and people. The zoo is adding more hot wire to the exhibit.

Carla asked if there was any more old business.

Kathy Hinkle asked if we have stopped having quarterly photo contests at the meetings. Carla noted that it seems like we have (accidentally), but we can get them started up again. The group wanted to start up the contests. We decided to have a contest next month, with a theme of Kansas City zoo animals, since we have not done that in a long time. Images can be old or new, as long as the animal is still at the zoo. They can be 8x10 or 8x12.

This will give us prints we can use to update the kiosk. (The kiosk will go away at some point when the zoo begins tearing out the entryway to rebuild.) Where will the kiosk go during that time? We are not sure yet. The zoo is saying that we will not have an entryway for awhile.
Steven put up the black sheets for the windows, so that the room can be dark enough in summer to have slide shows. They seem to work pretty well – we were able to adjust the projector so the images were not blown out. Thanks, Steven! Carla offered to reimburse him, but he declined. He said they were sheets he got on sale, and he can reuse them for photography.

Carla asked if there was any new business.
Peggy Lawrey mentioned a Webcam of a botanical garden in Norfolk, Virginia. You can see three baby bald eagles in a nest with the mom and dad. Tomorrow they will climb the tree and band the babies. The babies are very ugly and clumsy and cannot stand up. The Webcam is at http://www.wvec.com/cams/eagle.html.
It was asked whether Squaw Creek has babies yet. No one has heard yet.
John talked about the new Canon 1D Mark III. The ISO is up to 6400; it is pretty remarkable. It should sell for about $ 4,499 and will be available around mid-June. There already is a long waiting list of people who want to buy one.
Carla said that a way around waiting lists is to go to the B&H Website and check daily for items they sell. They do not use a waiting list. She and Linda did this to get the Nikon D2.

On a side note, John said that the Aviation Department changes the pictures at the KCI airport regularly. You might be able to get them to do images of zoo animals. The images are large, say, 40 x 60. He pointed out that Kevin Sink, the famous Kansas City photographer, has a lot of images that rotate through at the airport. The last time John was there, they had images of the Plaza, downtown, and Westport, but none of the zoo.
Jim Rendina said he has been playing around with pictures of his grandchildren. He shared a picture of one of the grandkids on a magazine cover.

The members took at break at 7:30 p.m. for snacks, and the meeting resumed around 7:45 p.m.
Linda Hanley was the presenter for the evening. She shared images and details from her trip to Antarctica a year ago last January. 

On January 2, they were in Santiago, Chile, to meet the group. They then went to Ushuaia, Argentina, which is at the southern tip. They did some touring and then got on the ship and left Argentina behind. There were 112 passengers and numerous crew members on the ship.
The first stop was the Falkland Islands. It was green there, and they saw Magellanic penguins. These penguins nest in burrows in the ground.

Linda showed images of a black-browed albatross nest. They were flying all around. They build their nests up with mud to be above the snow.

Rockhopper penguins were there, too. They have yellow markings and brush tails.

In all, she saw six varieties of penguins on the trip.

She had pictures of yellow lichens and unusual, fuzzy balls of moss.

She showed images of upland geese, which are common in the Falklands.
They had to wade out to the inflatable rafts often to get back to the ship. Her traveling companion was a friend, Joyce.

On Carcass Island, there is a small settlement. They hiked two to three miles to see penguins coming in from the shore.

They went to the town of Stanley in the Falklands. They had a colorful guide there. The residents burn peat for fuel, and she showed an image of the area where they cut the peat and lay it out to dry. They still have minefields there from the war in the ‘80s. 

She had pictures of a reel sailboat, old derelict wrecks, and the Britannia House Museum, where they saw whaling remnants.

In 1982, Argentina tried to take over the Falklands, which was British at the time. It was liberated in 1982.

Linda shared a picture of the jawbones of a blue whale, which were made into the arch of a church.

They next went to South Georgia Island, which is a sub-Antarctic island. She had pictures of a giant petrel and the wandering albatross, the largest of the albatrosses with an 18-foot wingspan.
In the morning, it was foggy along the coast of South Georgia, and the light was gorgeous. They went to the oldest whaling station in Antarctica. They saw sites related to Ernest Shackleton and his expeditions in the Antarctic, including the cemetery where he was buried in 1922 after dying of a heart attack.
She showed pictures of elephant seals molting. She also had images of fur seal pups, which are cute but dangerous. The adults are aggressive and territorial, and if they bite you, their saliva causes sepsis.

Their guide was Peter Harrison, who wrote the book Seabirds of the World.

They saw old, rusty whaling vessels and the area where they rendered the whale oil and stored it in tanks.
She showed pictures of an old church built in 1913 that has been restored – it was beautiful.

They often had wet landings at islands, but sometimes they cruised to see colonies of king penguins, for example.

They reenacted the latter part of Shackleton’s hike on South Georgia Island to get help for his crew stranded on Elephant Island around 1915.

Gentoo penguins also were seen; they have a white spot on the head and an orange beak. The penguins hike from the ocean to a lake, swim across the lake, and reach the colony for breeding, which is quite a ways from the beach.
King penguins were molting; at this time, they cannot go in the water.

There is a lot of scrap metal left behind on the islands; these are historical relics but cannot be removed because of the cost.

At Gold Harbor, they were surrounded by king penguins. These are one of the most beautiful penguins, Linda said. She showed images of elephant seals play-fighting and penguins coming and going. The penguins hold the eggs on their feet, as the emperor penguins do. When the baby is about one year old, it is covered in brown fuzz. It waits for food to be brought to it by its mother.

She said when penguins are in love, they stand and stare at each other, as we saw in her pictures!
They moved on to find macaroni penguins. They had to hike to see them. They have yellow plumes on their heads.

The expedition issued red coats for the travelers, which were stiff but quite warm. The weather there changes fast; it can go from nice to snowy and dark to nice again quickly.

They went to a fjord and got very close to the ice, say, 10 to 20 feet. The ice does not calve as readily here as in the Arctic; it is on solid rock here. But the colors and shapes are incredible, as evidenced by Linda’s images.

They saw a moderate-sized colony of king penguins, about 150,000 breeding pairs, not counting babies. It takes about 14 months for the babies to look like adults and to fledge.

She saw wandering albatrosses up close. They are large but very lightweight. You could get within 15 feet of them. Some were doing mating dances. They are kind of clumsy on land. It is five years before they mate, and it is done in the air. Navy folks call them “goony birds”. They are endangered because of long-line fishing. If they would bait and lay lines at night, it would reduce the losses.

At Coronation Island, they saw chinstrap penguins. They usually have two chicks, and they build a nest rather than use their feet. They regurgitate food for the chicks, and usually one chick is bigger than the other. The stronger chick is the one that gets more of the food.
Leopard seals were beautiful, with reptilian heads and sharp teeth. They will eat penguins or people.

Linda shared some images (where she was playing with her telephoto) of the amazing shapes, textures, and bubbles of the icebergs.

They went next to Elephant Island, where Shackleton’s men waited nine months to be rescued. There is a statue there of the Chilean sea captain who performed the rescue.

They saw several humpback whales on the trip.

At Paulette Island, they saw a huge colony of adelie penguins. These are black and white, and their babies are charcoal gray. They like colder weather and were suffering in the 55-degree temperatures. It appeared that some were not going to make it due to the heat.
They went to Devil Island, where they saw a cliff of waterfalls from melting glaciers due to global warming. The rainbows across the falls were amazing.

It was raining at Deception Island, a volcanic island, which has the largest colony of chinstrap penguins in the world.

The next day, the travelers went swimming. There is black sand there, and the water was so hot that it would burn you; you had to have something on your feet. 

At the continent of Antarctica, they hiked up a glacier to an overlook. Clouds were lying in the mountain peaks.

They saw crabeater seals, which are pretty seals that actually eat krill.

At Dorian Bay, they saw huge icebergs with interesting holes in them. The air was very clear.

Palmer Station is a research station on Antarctica. There are about 30 people there in summer and a skeleton crew in winter.

It was about an 18-day trip. They ended at Ushuaia, Argentina, where a sign reads, “End of the world, beginning of everything”.

After Linda’s very interesting presentation, the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for May 21 at 7 p.m.


-- Tracy Goodrich
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