Kansas City Zoo Photo Club Meeting Minutes

March 19, 2007
Carla Farris called the meeting to order at about 7 p.m. 
She noted that some members brought pictures to donate to Tracy Goodrich for John Voiles’ nephew’s AIDS fundraiser in Phoenix. Tracy said thanks very much! She said at the next meeting she would collect any other pictures that members care to donate.
We learned from Max that framed and matted prints also are needed for the Bowling for Rhinos fundraiser that the Kansas City zookeepers conduct.

Terry Fretz gave the Treasurer’s report. We have the same amount as last month -- $2,506.03. There has been no activity on the account.
Carla asked for an update on what is going on at the zoo.

Marie Bohndorf said that pictures of animals are needed for the interspecies carousel that should open Memorial Day weekend at the zoo. The zoo wants to create baseball-type cards that can be given out when visitors ride the carousel. The zoo will encourage collecting the cards.
She passed around a list of animals needed. They want full body shots, either horizontal or vertical. The will have pictures on the front and information on the back of the cards. The animal shots needed include cheetah, penguin, tiger, rhino, zebra, bongo, eland, a male lion, hippo, giraffe, polar bear cub (Linda Hanley may have this, after her recent trip to Antarctica!), male peacock, kangaroo, flamingo, warthog, meerkat, racehorse, and horse. There will be 36 animals on the carousel.

If you have pictures, give them to Debra Ryder of the zoo education department, or give them to Marie, who will get them to Debra.

Wings and Wetlands was mentioned. This is scheduled for April 27 through 29, will be a weekend birding event, and will include guided tours and some buffet meals. Bob Gress is leading one of the workshops. Eight or ten people said they wanted to go. Carla has information you can look at if you are interested. Also, you can download a sign-up form at www.visitgreatbend.com, call (620) 792-2750, or e-mail to sign up. A car pool has been suggested for those who want to attend. A signup sheet was passed around for those who plan to go.
Carla asked if there was any old or new business.

Koalas should be at the zoo by end of March. Africa now is open, as of March 17, and the carousel should open on Memorial Day.

A new meeting location for the Northland Photo Club was announced. The club now will meet at Photographx Unlimited at 7611 N.W. Roanridge. It is on the east side of I-29 off of a service road. The club meets the first Thursday of each month except for July and August.

John, the current president of that club, was at the meeting tonight. Carla said the club alternates between having a contest or a speaker at each meeting. Carla is updating their Web site, and it will be available eventually. If you are interested in more information about the club, e-mail Carla. She said she also would include a link to the club on our club’s Web site.

Carla introduced the guest speaker, Jim Braswell. Some members may know him; he did a presentation a couple of years ago for us on brown bears at Katmai National Park in Alaska.
Last summer he took a small boat cruise up the Inside Passage to Alaska. He has wildlife and scenic images to share from that trip.

He said they flew into Juneau, Alaska and spent a couple of days there first. He had wanted to go to the top of Mount Roberts, which overlooks the town, for awhile and was hoping to do that. It was cloudy every day they were there, however, and was like that for most of the trip. They were in Alaska for 15 days, and on three of those days, it did not rain!

Jim said he was going to do some summer tours as a guide at Dunn Ranch in Missouri, where you can see prairie chickens. He wants to get some guide experience so he eventually can become a bear guide.
Regarding the prairie chickens, he said this year they moved the blind back about 150 feet, so you have to use a long lens to shoot them. There is debate about the impact of the blind on the hens.

Back to Alaska . . . from Juneau, they went to Wrangell. The boat is about 50 feet long and holds up to eight guests and three crew. The operation is based out of California, and the owner is the captain. They have cruises from May to October in Alaska. They are willing to discuss the itinerary with you and make adjustments.

The first day out, he said they went up the Tracy Arm to watch glacier calving (where ice splits off the glacier to form icebergs). They were forewarned that there was a major calving taking place; the whole face of the glacier calved, and they were unable to get in far enough. So instead the ship went to Endicott Arm. They saw a brown bear sow with two cubs. On the smaller boats, you can see 12 to 15 black bears every day. He showed a picture of a bear scavenging barnacles from the water’s edge.

A bay off the arm widens into a lake. There are waterfalls there, and it is a beautiful area that looks calm and peaceful. But Ford’s Terror off Endicott Arm is named for a navy crew member who row there in the 1800s and was caught in strong currents.

Jim shared images of the bay in morning fog and one of a harbor seal in the water. As the fog was lifting and the sun was coming out, there was lots of turbulence.

At the end of Endicott Arm is Dawes Glacier. They got within a mile of it. He showed pictures of a harbor seal on an iceberg and of orcas. Humpback whales also swam along the side of the ship at times.

In these small boats, you find a bay in the evening, anchor, and sit for the night. You can go kayaking if you want.

He saw whales breathing through their blowholes as the sun was coming up. Jim said you see brown bears on the coast but not a lot of people. He showed an image of a sow with three little ones that were at least two years old. It is rare for a bear to have three cubs and for all to survive.
He explained that the image of a bear standing up was taken while that bear was looking at the sow and cubs.

Next they went to Pack Creek on Admiralty Island. You have to have a permit to go there. They arrived early to Windfall Harbor and saw lots of brown bears. Jim said it was exciting. He had pictures of Sitka spruce with a couple of bald eagles sitting in them. He noted that he must have seen 200 coming out of the trees there.

As he shared a close-up of a brown bear, he said that in late July and early August you see lots of brown bears; they also saw lots of Bonaparte’s gulls. The salmon are pretty good size. He had shots of two brown bears fighting. He explained that the images were not great because he had to shoot at ISO 1600. He wants to use a noise package on the images to clean them up.

He showed a picture of a chewed-up sign that reads Welcome to Pack Creek. The bears kept chewing up the sign, so they finally gave up and left it as is.

They were on a wooden observation deck 30 feet in the air. It was frustrating because they did not see any bears there. But on the way out, they saw a scraggly bear and the rangers said it was probably this bear’s first year out on his own. He lay down in the path, and they had to wait 45 minutes to get past him. 
After that, the group went back to the boat for whale watching.

They saw a lot of salmon boats there. There is a little place called Brother’s Island where you can see stellar sea lions.

They saw red-necked phalaropes, a bird that gives a good indication that whales are nearby.
He had a nice shot of a young whale breaching. Jim said it breached about ten times, and he caught this shot on the last time. He had never seen a whale breach so he did not know what to expect, but he said they go down and come back up very rapidly. Their strong tails help them go up, down, and then up again very fast.

Jim said at one point it was very rainy, and the waves were about four feet high. The 50-foot boat was rocking. He said image stabilization helped a lot.

They also went to Anan Creek, a black bear preserve that also requires a permit. He saw 20 to 25 bald eagles in the Sitka spruce trees. They hiked in a mile to a fenced-in area for people, with the bears on the outside.

He had images of a sow at the gate. She had stashed two cubs in a nearby tree, and then she went to the water to fish.

He had close-ups of a black bear on the rocks with moss, sky, and water; a bear with a fish, and a sow with cubs. He said some of the bears catch their fish instantly, while others may take 20 to 30 minutes.

He noted that when a brown bear showed up, all the black bears left for awhile.

He said they saw orca males, females, and calves in the water. There was a book on board to identify the various orcas by their color patterns or notches on their fins. One orca male, T165, was first catalogued about 40 years ago!

At the end of the journey, they saw Leconte Glacier near Wrangell. This was the place to shoot harbor seals; they were everywhere and very curious.

Some of the icebergs there looked unusual, almost like glass, and he thinks they were inverted – for some reason, they had flipped over. He is not sure if this was the case, though.

He had a nice picture of fireweed in bloom near Shakes Lake.
In Wrangell, they went to Petroglyph Beach. Not a lot is known about the petroglyphs on the rocks there. Some of the rocks are getting faded. There also are some facsimiles of the petroglyphs where you can do tracings.

He had a picture of a yacht that had anchored near them, which was headed north and had come from the Virgin Islands. He thought their 50-foot boat was big until he saw the yacht!

Jim said Wrangell is a very small town and very nice.

In June, he is going back to the bear camp he told us about previously. There is a walrus colony there too; if the weather is good, he will photograph walruses.

Jim’s interesting presentation ended around 8 p.m.

Jim said the prairie chicken tours at Dunn Ranch started last Wednesday and run through April 28. If you want to go, contact the Department of Conservation at St. Joseph. They have never had to turn so many people back as this year. They now are keeping tabs on who goes and next year will not let you go if you went the previous year. They have had as many as 16 birds (1 female and 15 males).

After a break, Carla said she has the computer available for anyone who brought images to share.

Peggy Lawrey had some pictures of a brown creeper on a tree and Canada geese at Lake of the Woods. She also had shots of some deer that were beside the road near a golf course.
Steven Johnson had some shots of the new military macaws at the Discovery Barn at the zoo as well as the lemurs. He went out to the zoo in February to get some shots of the zoo in snow and ice. He shared images of the Peek-a-boo Treehouse, the goats that were out, the fallow deer in snow, some cranes, the lion cub statue on the Tiger Trail, and a tiger in snow. He also shot sheep, camels, the lions, secretary bird, koribustard, some tracks, the falls in the front area, the drained hippo pool with cracked ice, layers of snow from the boat dock, and a close-up of a peacock. Lastly, he shared an image of the Twin Oaks apartments being torn down.

Carla said she would copy these images and put them on our Zoo in Winter page on our Web site.

Marie shared some prints of 300,000 snow geese at Squaw Creek taken in March and an eagle taking off.

The club members then discussed what to do in the summer, with the room being light for so late in the evening. It is hard to do slide shows with the light. Steven said he would work with the zoo to come up with a way to cover the windows.

Any ideas for field trips? Peggy suggested going back to Burr Oaks Nature Center. Carla said the Digital Dimensions club wants to set something up to visit the zoo, and Carla said she would include our club in that. Marie noted that we need to talk to Liz Harmon about it. It may not be possible to do behind-the-scenes shots, but Tracy said docents in the club could help as guides. Would we be able to come out a half-hour early? Carla will talk to Liz.
It also was suggested that we talk to Linda Williams, since she is on the board of the Martha Lafitte Thompson Nature Sanctuary.

Peggy said that Powell Gardens might be nice to visit. They have a butterfly festival in August that is always nice.

It was noted that Debra Rider needs pictures of the red and blue poison dart frogs at the zoo.

Don’t forget about pictures for the carousel cards and donations for Bowling for Rhinos!

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for April 16 at 7 p.m.; Linda Hanley will do a program on her trip to Antarctica.


-- Tracy Goodrich
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