Kansas City Zoo Photo Club Meeting Minutes

June 19, 2006
Carla Ferris called the meeting to order around 7 p.m.  
Some updates were given before the presentation.  Jim Rendina said we did get the kiosk changed.
We have a number of guests tonight, including Joy Lamb, Rod and Jolene Shelley, and John Caulfield.  Welcome!

The Discovery Barn is scheduled to be open the 24th.  It will include meerkats, Prevost’s squirrels, and macaws.  We have a baby bat-eared fox.  The train tracks have been finished.  The eland are out on exhibit now.  The Friends of the Zoo picnic is this Wednesday.  Dinner is from 5 to 7 p.m. for FOTZ members.

Jim said that MSNBC.com has a program almost every week that they call Animal Tracks.  They show pictures from zoos all over the world.

Carla talked about the incident of the child with the peacock at the zoo.  Two peacocks were sent to a farm.  She also recounted an incident she observed of a teenager trying to climb up to pet the leopard at the zoo.

Linda Williams said the University extension office is starting a master naturalist program.  It will be discussed at Burr Oak Woods.

Marie Bohndorf said she received an e-mail about after-hours visits to the Liberty Memorial.  It said that you should contact the park patrol and security to let them know if you want to come by after hours to photograph, so that you are not escorted off the property.

Max Evans gave an update on the zoo.  He said we have two new wild dogs (two young females).  He said the Bronx zoo had imported a group of wild-caught dogs, and a number of the females were pregnant.  We requested some and received two sisters, who have energized the older males we have.  When they were first let out, they were very playful.

We got six common elands from the Safari Park in southern California.  They are young; the oldest is 18 months.  They are tan with a twisted pair of horns and like the water right in front of the new deck.  They are in with the zebra; we took two zebras off exhibit because they were chasing the elands.

We have a new male tree kangaroo for breeding purposes.
The red panda may be pregnant.

We have a pregnant chimpanzee.

The three red-ruffed lemurs that were in the African aviary have been sent away.

We should have some rock hyrax births soon.

We have two new troops of meerkats.
Max then said our speaker tonight is Jonathan Chester, well-known photographer of the Antarctic.  Jonathan contacted the zoo after the recent Star article on penguins.  The article generated a lot of interest.  Randy Wisthoff wants to have a large colony of warm-weather penguins at the zoo in 2008, or 2009 at the latest.  Jonathan has photographed all kinds of penguins and wants to get behind the project to bring them in.  His credentials are impressive; he helped with the IMAX film on Antarctica, among other things.  We are partnering with him and he will do appearances and workshops with the zoo public.  He has shot all over the world in extreme conditions.
Jonathan’s Web site is www.ExtremeImages.com.  He began his presentation around 7:20 p.m.  He said he moved to Kansas City about ten months ago and has found that you can get anywhere quickly, unlike the Bay area.
He said he has been passionate about penguins for about 20 years.  When he came to the zoo, he met Randy and the whole team, and it was decided that he would do classes here.  He is here to tell us about the classes and to show his background in wildlife photography and his career as a free-lance photographer.

He said he did not start out as a photographer but rather as a mountaineer and rock climber.  He decided the only way to make a living was as a photojournalist or a guide.  He fell in love with Antarctica.
Jonathan shared a number of his images while he gave his talk.  He said when shooting wildlife, it is a good idea to get eye to eye with it.

Jonathan described his travels and many trips to Antarctica and elsewhere.  He has been to Antarctica 20 to 30 times, and he would go back any day.  Once settled, he hopes to go there or elsewhere with the zoo.
He talked about the books he has written, including Going to Extremes.  He came to the states and worked with Mountain Travel Sobek as a guide and then an expedition leader.  He wife had a job in California, but now her work is in Kansas City, and Jonathan can work anywhere, so they have moved here.
He said the St. Louis zoo has one of the best penguin exhibits in the world.  They have several kinds, including the Little Blue from Australia.  Emperor penguins can grow to about 40 inches.  Jonathan said there is a penguin on the Galapagos Islands – the Galapagos penguin – which is on the equator and not where you would expect to find penguins, but the Humboldt Current accounts for them.  Penguins are birds that fly under water; on land, they are comical and vulnerable.  King penguins are found in the sub-Antarctic.  Chinstrap penguins are the most belligerent penguins.
Jonathan said he has also done some rafting in Africa, on a river in Lalibela, Ethiopia.  They used to carry rocks on the rafts to throw at crocodiles.  The storms and dust made for the most difficult digital assignment, and the bugs were very bad.  They would send back reports on satellite telephones.

He said he shot the background scenery for an upcoming movie called Happy Feet, and the rest of the film was done in an animation studio.  He will share a trailer of this at the end of the presentation.  It will be out in November, and it would be fun for it to be shown at the zoo.

He mentioned his book Extreme Digital Photography.  In it, he interviewed a dozen or so digital photographers.  Digital photography is good for jumping out of planes or going under water – you are not constrained by 36 frames.
Jonathan said that every year or so, he does one or two assignments to get his juices flowing, although he has a young family now and cannot be gone as much.  Last year, he did a trek to Annapurna, a series of peaks in the Himalayas.  A lot of the country is in the hands of the Maoists, but he did not see much trouble.  It is a ten-day trek just to the base camp of Annapurna I!  It was bad weather with little sun.
He also did a floating digital workshop near Greenland.  The guides had guns, because polar bears sometimes attack.  He did not see many; they live on the sea ice and hunt seal.  A walrus attacked their kayak at one point; had it been a rubberized nylon kayak, it would have been punctured and collapsed.

Half of the secret is to put yourself in front of interesting things to shoot.  He has two series of workshops coming up.  He is working with Digital Labrador here in town, a modern processing lab.  The first class is tomorrow night, on digital basics.  There is also a session on digital SLR for the more advanced photographers.
The trends he sees are that film cameras will disappear; GPS will be included in most digital cameras; camera phones will get better in quality; and cameras will have massive built-in storage and Wi-Fi so you can transmit while taking pictures.

He shared a few of his favorite images.

He has some wildlife photography workshops coming up at the zoo, on August 9, August 24 or 26, and September 21 or 23.  He described these and passed out flyers about them.

He then took questions.  He was asked about shooting in such cold conditions.  He explained that the digital camera loves cold; if the sensor gets hot, you get noise.  But it can affect the LCD screen, and batteries run down quickly, so you need to have a good supply of those and keep them warm.  To prevent condensation when going from cold to warm, put your equipment in a plastic bag, squeeze the air out, and let it equalize.

He mostly shoots with Nikon cameras, because that is what he started with.

He is finishing a book and then will start planning trips.  Randy is keen on trips to Africa and South America; maybe to Galapagos, Machu Picchu, or a game safari to Africa.

He usually shoots RAW and full-size JPEG.  He showed the Happy Feet trailer.

He will be at Digital Dimensions photo club the third Thursday in August.

After his enjoyable presentation, we took a break at 8:30 p.m. and enjoyed cookies brought by John Voiles and Barbara Chase.

Carla reminded everyone that next month Jim Griggs from Great Plains Nature Photographers would be here for a presentation on Tanzania.

The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for July 17 at 7 p.m.


-- Tracy Goodrich
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