Kansas City Zoo Photo Club Meeting Minutes

January 16, 2006
Carla Farris called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.
She asked anyone who brought pictures for the photo contest tonight to put their pictures on the table at the side of the room.

Terry Fretz gave the treasurer’s report.  We started with $1,286.95 this month, and he deposited $1,149.  Deducting $52 in checks and $212 to the zoo for the Boo at the Zoo photography event, we have a current balance of $2,171.95:


$1,286.95


+ 1,149.00


_________


$2,435.95


-     52.00


-    212.00


_________


$2,171.95

Carla said she had tried to contact Steve Brewer through e-mail about the camera club Web site.  He does want to turn that over to us, but she has been unable to contact him to get it resolved.  Jim Rendina will try to talk to him about how much we owe him so we can settle up.

Carla said she would like to change servers – we currently pay about $20 a month for the service, but she thinks we can switch to a service that charges $7.95 a month or even less.  Also, her computer recently crashed, and she was able to rebuild her Web site within about five minutes, but the camera club site had to be restored folder by folder and took a long time.

She said we had a pretty good turnout at the Plaza shoot on January 7.  The hotel expense was close to $300.  We started on the 11th floor, but the balcony faced the wrong direction and there was room for only one tripod.  We switched to the fifth floor; it had a better view, plus more than one person could be on the balcony at a time.  She said they had a lot of snacks, and a few people took a nice midnight stroll.

We reviewed the criteria for the photo contest.  Everyone will get one vote in each of two categories – film and digital.  Winners will be decided upon based on the votes.  You can enter two images per category.  The prize will be having your image displayed on our Web site.  If you submitted a film image, we will need to figure a way to get it a digital copy to Carla for the Web site.

You can submit 8x10s up to 11x14s.  We will have the contest quarterly.  The rules for judging the contest are simple – which image do you like the best or which do you think is the best picture?

The members then took time to look at all the images submitted for the contest.  The theme for the contest was Fall.

While Carla counted and Terry recounted the votes, our guest for the evening was introduced.  Steven Johnson was recruited to check out the club while he was out at the zoo taking lion cub and sunset pictures.  Carla invited him to attend a few meetings to see if he liked the club before joining.  Welcome, Steven!

Jim said we need to think in a month or two about changing out the kiosk pictures.  We will need 8x10s and 8x12s.  Jim said we need to put all new pictures up.  Peggy Lawry changed out the kiosk last time, so Jim will take a turn this time.  Bring prints to the March meeting, and we will create a new look for the kiosk by March or the first of April.  Images should be of animals at our zoo, and they can be horizontal or vertical.  Bring unmatted images.  Also, we cannot always salvage the print after we tape it in place.  We will remind members to bring images to the March meeting in the next couple of newsletters.

It was asked whether there was any more news on selling prints at the Deja Zoo gift shop.  Peggy said they have filled up all the space where we would show our images, so they don’t seem to have room.  Peggy said she thinks the gift shop staff does not want to deal with selling our images (and she doesn’t really blame them).

We do have permission to put our business cards in the gift shop.  Carla forgot to bring the cards tonight but will bring some to the next meeting.

It was asked whether we would be violating nonprofit regulations if we put something on the Web site to the effect that people can contact the zoo camera club if they want to purchase a print.  This was discussed briefly.  Tracy Goodrich said she was not sure of the legal issues, but she thought she remembered the club determining that we could not sell directly from the Web site but could put up links to photographers’ own sites or provide e-mail addresses for individual members so people could contact them directly about buying prints.

The members were asked how many were interested in selling their work.  Several members expressed an interest.  Perhaps we can group together and setup a booth for selling at the zoo?  We could put up a rack at a shoot like Boo at the Zoo to sell our prints.  It was pointed out that individuals would need to be there to sell their work, or we would have to have a dedicated person just to work that angle, because things get very busy at the shoots and the ones photographing and printing could not keep an eye on the rack at all times.  Also, there used to be pretty strict requirements about selling at the zoo; we would have to check to see if it was acceptable.

Carla said we took a lot of pictures at Jungle Bells.  It was packed, but we had a few problems.  We originally had two printers and two computers, but one printer was down part of the time.  We will be able to do better next year.

Peggy suggested that the zoo add a fee for the prints; even a small charge would slow things down a bit.  Instead, they had some children get their pictures taken repeatedly.

Max Evans put out a notice that folks who did not pick up their prints that day could get them the next day at the IMAX.  He had some people call and ask if we could send the prints to them, but we did not label the images with the children’s names, so this was not possible.

Carla announced the contest winners.  For the film contest, we had a tie – both Tom Goodner and Shari Stanberry got the same number of votes.  In the digital category, Carla took the prize.

If you provide a copy to Carla, she will create a new page on the Web site for contests and put the winning images up there.

We discussed the April contest.  After many suggestions, the group decided the theme would be Transportation, and the images must be taken between now and the April meeting.  There will be two categories, color and black and white.  Images must be 8x10 through 11x14.  This was moved and seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Carla said that since today was a holiday – Martin Luther King Day – the zoo offices actually were closed today, but Max came in anyway to let us be here.  He asked that next year, we move the meeting to a different Monday in January.  So next year the meeting will be on the 4th Monday in January, rather than the 3rd Monday.  Carla will let Max know this.

It was noted that next month the meeting falls on President’s Day.  Max will check to see if that is a holiday, and if so, we will need to move that meeting too.

Ann Moss said there is a new show on the Outdoor Network called Outdoor Photography Adventures.  It is on Sundays at 2:30 p.m.  Tom noted that there also is a digital photography show on every Friday at 2 p.m. on a different channel.

Peggy showed the club some calendars you can get at the Dollar Store that have pockets where you can slide in 4x6 pictures.  She did one with a butterfly and water lily theme for a friend who likes butterflies, and it turned out very nice.

Jim asked if anyone had seen the Hallmark photography exhibit at the Nelson.  He plans to go soon.

Terry said the Unitarian gallery at 45th and Walnut has some digital abstracts on display.  It closes February 3.

Tom mentioned the photography exhibit at the Kansas City Museum about the couple from Chanute who had traveled to Africa in the mid-20th century.  It was a pretty good exhibit.  It is no longer at the museum, however.

The Rocky Mountain School of Photography is having a weekend school on digital photography in Kansas City the 25th and 26th of March.  This is a really good group.  Carla and Linda Hanley went to Colorado for a seminar by the group that was very good.  The fee for the weekend school is somewhere in the $150-169 range.  You can get dollars off if you register online and dollars off if you apply early, plus groups of five or more get $20 off for the two-day school.  You can pick from two different courses to take throughout the weekend, and you get a book or folder of material from the courses.  So far, we think we have five members interested, so we should plan to register together and get the discount.  We will put notice of this in the newsletter and see if we can get enough interested to enroll at a discount.  We have to have the registrations in 30 days ahead, so please know by the next meeting if you want to attend, and we will get it done.

We took a short break at 8 p.m. to enjoy treats.  The meeting resumed at 8:15 p.m.  Some pictures of Jungle Bells were shared.  Some of the challenges included taking pictures of an 8-foot white polar bear in a dark room with small (much shorter than 8 feet!) children around him.

Plaza lights pictures from the photo shoot were viewed.  Peggy, Michelle Riley, and Tom had pictures to share.  Peggy said she used a 3.5-second exposure and zoomed the lens in or out while the shutter was open to create some of her moving-lights images.

We then viewed slides from the Plaza shoot.  Ann had some to share; she said she was shooting at f8 with a 2 to 3-second exposure.  She was using a tripod and 200- or 400-speed film.

John, a friend of Jim’s who was at the shoot, had some images, including a fun manipulated image of a huge moon over the Plaza.

Terry had an image of a dragonfly on a reed that he asked Carla to adjust.  The dragonfly was blue, and he wanted a different color for the background.  Carla showed how to change the background to various colors using PhotoShop.

Carla shared some images from Squaw Creek.  She pointed out that at this time of year, there usually are not many birds left.  But this year because of the unseasonably warm weather, there were lots of birds.  She went up there Saturday and saw a few eagles, some trumpeter swans, and lots of geese.  She was using her 300-800 zoom lens.  She took Dan Paulsen’s nephew, and he was using her 80-400 lens, so she had to back off quite a bit to get her shots with the longer zoom – the birds were pretty close to the car.  The swans were banded, indicating they were born in captivity.  Some were banded on the wing and others around the neck.

Marty Roscoe had some nice images to share from the Omaha Zoo and Kansas City, including the cheetahs, a cattle egret, sea lions, a barn owl, elephants (including one of an elephant with its mouth open), the slender-snouted crocodile, lilac-breasted rollers, lions (including cubs), the white tiger, a flamingo, a baboon, a cockatoo, and chimps.

Steven has some good images, including two joeys that are peeking out of the kangaroo pouch.  We have 11 joeys at the zoo right now.

Carla said if anyone has a member gallery on our Web site and wants some images placed there, she can do that, and if you want to point to any Web site links, let her know.

The meeting adjourned around 8:50 p.m.  The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for February 20 at 7 p.m. (depending on holiday availability).
· Tracy Goodrich

Updates:  

I checked with Max and he indicated that the club meeting could be on  President’s Day.  It is not a holiday for FOTZ.    Hope to see you all there!

I was able to get in touch with Steve regarding the website and he provided me with the amount we owe him and other information.  I will provide this information to everyone at the next meeting and discuss options for the website.  We have been paying approximately $21/month.  If you have any suggestions of a server to use or would like to keep it with the current server, please feel free to bring this up at the meeting to discuss.  The one that I would like to recommend everyone check out is at    www.ipowerweb.com.  

This is currently where I have my personal website and I have been very happy with it.   It is only $7.95/month.

Carla
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