Kansas City Zoo Photo Club Meeting Minutes

October 16, 2006
Carla Farris called the meeting to order at about 7:05 p.m.

We need kiosk pictures. Jim Rendina and Carla will get together to update them soon. Remember, we do not want Africa pictures, because it will be closed for the winter (although elephant pictures should be okay). There is no definite date yet for the closure of Africa.
Carla said she has not heard back about the January meeting and whether the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday will interfere. The meeting may still be on the third Monday, now that we are back in the zoo ops building.

If you have any ideas for programs, let Marie Bohndorf know.

Next month’s contest has a theme of Fall. There is not much color in the trees yet; this may be tricky unless you went somewhere else recently that had good fall color.

Jim said we missed a big photo opportunity recently. The DockDogs national championships were held at Cabela’s on Saturday and Sunday. Jim said it was the neatest two hours he has ever seen. (This is a dock jumping performance sport for dogs.)
If you come across good photo ops, let Carla know by e-mail so she can notify the group.
Barb asked for volunteers to take over the newsletter.

Carla discussed the club’s Web site. The former member who took care of registering our domain name has been charged with some crimes and is in detention. Carla needs to talk to Dick Ross about whether we can take that over without going through the owner. She said we paid two years for our Web site’s name, and the former member is the only one with the password. If we cannot get this worked out, we can come up with a different name and change the registration. Carla will talk to Dick to get his input. If there is any way we can keep our name, we will. Peggy Lawrey has a contact she can check with, too.
Carla asked if there was any new business or any exciting zoo news.

The Friends of the Zoo annual meeting is coming up on October 25.

Carla asked for volunteers for the Boo at the Zoo photo event we run. Peggy, Dan Paulsen, Kathy Hinkle, Jim, and Linda Hanley said they could help, and Terry Fretz said he was not sure but might be able to. Some could help both days and some only one day. Carla will be able to work both days. Carla said the location would be the same as last year. She is not sure if we should start at 9 or 9:30 a.m.; she will find out and will call. It looks like we will be able to cover the event. Sarah O’Bryan has ordered an orange backdrop that we can use and bales of straw. Carla will send out an e-mail with details.

She said Peggy bought printers for $79 each. She also bought a photo pack at Sam’s with two ink cartridges. 

What about Jungle Bells, the Christmas holiday event at the zoo? It is on two weekends this year. Last year was a learning experience; this year, we will charge $5 per pictures like we do for Boo, to prevent people from requesting so many duplicates like they did last year. Carla thinks it is on the weekends of the 9th-10th and the 16th-17th. It will be in the lower level of the Discovery Barn. We will have two tables, one for taking money and one for printing.

Terry gave the treasurer’s report. We had a beginning balance of $1,173.43. We spent $30.18, for a remainder of $1,143.25. After he deposited $160 in dues, we had a final total of $1,303.25.

Summary:


$ 1,173.43

- $ 30.18


$ 1,143.25


+ $ 160.00


$ 1,303.25

The club proceeded with the digital manipulation contest. The members voted, and Jim won for his flower and butterfly picture. Terry took second place. Congratulations!
Several members brought images to share.

Peggy said she went to the Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis and saw the Chihuly glass exhibit. The glass is very heavy and has a lot of lead in it. She shared pictures of some of the glass and some real flowers as well. Some of the glass looks like flowers or birds. The cheapest glass art was $5,000, and you could hold it in your hand. Dale Chihuly’s studio is in Washington. She saw some of his works in Chicago in a garden two years ago. She said some of the hanging ones at St. Louis are lit at night. She did not think some of the glass fit in.
Her pictures included one of a “chandelier” hanging under a bridge to an island. The garden is very pretty. She showed pictures of huge bulbs or spheres on the water of a pond and a boat full of blue and purple glass objects.

Dan shared some images he took at the Overland Park Arboretum at 179th Street. He had images of flowers, butterflies, and hummingbird moths.
Jim noted that it seemed like the projector was losing definition. It may be because we are projecting on a wall instead of a screen. Carla adjusted the sharpness.

Steven Johnson had a nice picture of the new baby red panda, Jing Li. Good work!

Carla also had some images to share, including penguins, polar bears, and grizzly bears at St. Louis. She said the St. Louis zoo was free but it cost $9 to park.

Peggy said she went to the Dallas zoo and used her FOTZ membership. They were excited to see her there.

Omaha and Albuquerque zoos also give a price break.
The meeting adjourned around 8:05 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for November 20 at 7 p.m.


-- Tracy Goodrich
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