Kansas City Zoo Photo Club Meeting Minutes

March 20, 2006
Carla Ferris called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  She said Max Evans will give us a zoo update later.
She introduced guest Steve Dowdy.  Jim Rendina told him about the club at an ice carving contest.  He said he shoots digital and used to make black and white prints.  He is active with the Kansas City Star’s Community Faces.

Carla said she was not sure how many knew about the other camera club that met last Thursday night.  Kevin Sink, professional photographer from Kansas City, was a speaker.

She said she is still working on transferring the Web site from Steve Brewer.  Steve received a check for his expenses.  The site will be put in Carla’s name, and the zoo can pay her back.  She is still working on getting the domain name switched over.  She sent an e-mail and has not had a chance to follow up.

Carla was asked the price per month of the new Web host.  She said it would be $7.95 a month, and we have to pay for a year at a time.

She asked if there was any new business.

Dan Paulsen said Jake had entered a couple of pictures in a photo contest at the district art show and won some awards, including a second place and best of show, plus a $50 scholarship.  Congratulations, Jake!

Linda Hanley said on Thursday at 7 p.m., there will be a Forever Wild presentation sponsored by the Sierra Club at the Christian Church at 46th and Main.  www.foreverwild.org has information.  It will be a combination of photos and music, and it should be interesting.
The photo contest will be held at our next meeting.  The photos must be taken between January and the April meeting.  Two categories will be available:  black and white, and color, and the subject is transportation.

Jim said we need to switch out the display of the kiosk soon.  Please bring prints to the next meeting; Jim will make the switch.  Carla said she could help, depending on the time of day.  We will put an e-mail out close to the next meeting, reminding everyone that we need 8x10 horizontals or verticals.  Jim was asked if we need pictures of any particular animals.  He said no, they can be of any animals out at the zoo.

Peggy Lawrey told of her trip to the Dallas zoo.  The zoo is working on improvements, but she said the only way to see the plains animals there is from a monorail.  You go under a street in a tunnel to see their three meerkats.  Peggy went to the Dallas and Fort Worth zoos; both have problems.  Dallas is trying to make their exhibits look natural.  Fort Worth is more compact but less comfortable for the animals.  There is a pretty good variety of animals at both zoos.
Jim said he visited the Naples, Florida, zoo where his daughter Denise and son-in-law Conrad (former curator at the KC zoo) work.  He said it is relatively small but better attended than our zoo.  He met the director, and Denise pulled up our club Web site.  He was very impressed and asked what it cost to get it going!  Jim said no other zoo touches what we have going.  In discussing marketing of the zoo, Jim learned that the main goal is to get the core people to come back to the zoo two to three times a year, rather than getting new people to come once to the zoo.
Jim also said Conrad got bitten by a monkey and had eight stitches in his hand!

Carla passed around a copy of Dos Mundos, a Spanish-language newspaper in Kansas City.  She said that Max told her it periodically asks for pictures and articles, so Carla got some of her images published.

Peggy said she will have some from Rose Brooks in there soon as well.

Max said he needed some shots quickly for a project coming up, so he and Carla took a golf cart and rode around the zoo.

He talked about some of the new things going on this year at the zoo.  The red barn will now be called the Discovery Barn.  We will add to it each year, but we have knocked out some walls and are adding an elevator and air conditioning.  Meerkats will be in one corner, and six ring-tailed lemurs that are new will be in another.  We also will have Prevost or tricolor squirrels, macaws, and agouti.  There will be a three-story slide, new rest rooms, and “soft spaces” to relax.

The Peacock Restaurant is changing to the Carousel Café.  It should reopen in mid-May.  It will have extra counter space and will be closer to a fast-food restaurant-style establishment.  There will be a new tunnel for the train behind the lorikeet exhibit, so that the promenade can go over it.  We have a berm over the old valley (or bear grotto) now.  The promenade will go to the elephant watering hole.  There will be no aviary row.

There was a water main break that is slowing the work on the promenade down a bit.  They had to refurbish the water line.  Also, the water shutoff was covered up with dirt, so they had to put in a new hydrant at the top.  They are still resurfacing, and the promenade probably will not open until mid-June.

On the animal front, we have a new female red panda named Betsy.  She is mating with Fagan, who likes her, and she seems to like him too.

We have six joeys on the ground and some still in the pouch.  They are really cute.

We have a pair of Sumatran tigers; a pair of 18-month-old brothers – Langka and Manis.  There are fewer than 400 of these cats in and out of captivity.  They are really handsome and are in quarantine now.  They will be in a permanent exhibit, in the area where the white tiger was.  They should be on exhibit by April 1.

We have new meerkats in Africa, because the other ones were getting old.

We also have four new Guinea baboons; there have been some fights as they adjust to the troop.  We have nine baboons now.  We have taken down the Plexiglas on that exhibit and on the wild dog exhibit.  The wild dogs are really active now.  The two we have are brothers.

We are getting a male Grant’s zebra, which is a new type for us.  And we have a new male Masai giraffe.  He is about a year from breeding age.  He is taken with the girls, though.  We are making modifications to the plains exhibit to bring the animals closer.  A new deck was built in Africa that extends out over the plains; it is across from the shaky bridge.  It is a big deck, and you can see the cheetahs better from it.  You should be able to get a good shot of them with a 400mm lens.

As for rhinos, Tucker has been put in with the female that was born a few years ago.

The four lion cubs are lots bigger now, but still cute.  One of the males from the older litter is bigger than Dumasani.  All the lions now are fixed.  A pride of ten lions is big, but they all like each other.
We have a new zookeeper, Amy Roberts, who came from New Orleans when Katrina hit.  She is in charge of Africa, which reopens April 1.

Zoo hours will be 9:30 to 4, and 9:30 to 5 on Saturday and Sunday.  The lions will be on exhibit.

April 15 is the Easter Eggstravaganza.  Stinky Saturdays will start up again in April and May.  Jazzoo is in June.  There was discussion about taking photographs during Stinky Saturday.  Max said that would probably be great, and he will talk to Sarah O’Bryan about it.
As to when the tram will start running again, Max said it changes every week.

Max said the IMAX theater has an extended lease through 2006.  We are securing movies.  He also noted that IMAX the company is for sale.

Max suggested we get Randy to the camera club again sometime soon so that we can make him aware of any issues we have with the zoo.  He is working on visitor amenities.  For example, Dan suggested that having a golf cart available would help with taking photographs.

The Beastro restaurant is moving out into the lobby area.  We hope to have Segway tours at some point.  The tigers opening on April 1 is firm.  Africa will be open in some fashion on April 1 as well.

Max said he is always game for photos.  He does two animal features a week for Dos Mundos, the Spanish newspaper here in Kansas City.  He tends to base those on what he has pictures of.  He needs them to be high resolution, 300 dpi.  This week it was on wild dogs – Carla took the first good pictures of them – and wallabies.  You can e-mail him with animal pictures if you have some high-resolution ones to share.

Peggy brought snacks and shared some images from her Texas trip.  She had pictures of a male and female duck at the Dallas zoo.  She also had images of a cattle egret and other birds.  In addition, she showed images of a lizard, green and blue frogs, a camel, and more ducks.  They have a lot of duck ponds there.  It was hot and humid, in the 80s at first and then the 70s.

She also went to the Fort Worth zoo.  She shot a great blue heron, as well as a cheetah at Fort Worth zoo.  (She noted that their cheetahs are easier to see.)  Flamingos were close and bright red.  She shared zebra shots and an image of three lion babies with their mother.

Other images were of a prairie dog, buffalo, deer nose to nose, more birds, and flowers, including pansies, daffodils, tulips, violas, poppies, snapdragons, and many colors of azalea from the Dallas Arboretum.

Walter Hodge asked how critical it is to do white balance adjustments.  He is getting into digital photography.  You can often get good shots leaving it on automatic, but if shooting jpeg images, you sometimes can bracket the white balance.

Peggy also shared information about a thumb drive or card reader you can get at Office Depot for $10 for storing images.
The meeting adjourned around 9 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for April 17 at 7 p.m.


-- Tracy Goodrich
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