Kansas City Zoo Photo Club Meeting Minutes

February 20, 2006
Carla Ferris called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.
She introduced guests John and Debbie Seals, who are from the Northland Camera Club, which meets the first Thursday of every month.  The club has a Web site, www.npckc.org.

She also welcomed new member Jake, who is Dan Paulsen’s nephew.  Jake was initiated at Jungle Bells.

Carla brought up a couple of things from the last meeting.  She got a hold of Steve Brewer, and we owe him for three years’ worth of Web hosting fees at $21.95 per month, plus domain name registration.  The total comes to $862.20.  He agreed that we could take $100 off for five years’ worth of memberships, and so we owe him $762.20.

Carla recommends iPowerWeb for hosting services.  We can get 12 months of hosting for $7.95 a month with 10,000 MB of space and unlimited e-mail forwarding.  You pay for a full year at a time.  If we sign up for two years, it is $6.95 a month.  Steve will transfer the name to us once we decide.  It is his until we pay him.
Dan said he thinks one year at a time at first is the way to go with the hosting service.  Carla will get the information to Terry so we can pay Steve.  Our Web site is running out this month, so we may owe him another $25 or so before we settle up.

She said Steve was in a bad accident and totaled his van.  He is just now getting to where he can walk again.  He was lucky, in that his insurance company said they had never heard of anyone surviving such a wreck.

Carla brought in a Rocky Mountain School of Photography (RMSP) brochure about their weekend seminar that’s coming up.  She called about our group getting a discount.  Enter the code KCZPC in all caps when you sign up to get the discount.  You have a couple more days to get early registration.  If you can’t get online to register, call and give them the group code.  We do have at least five that want to go, so we qualify for the discount.  She has information on what’s going on, or you can go to www.rmsp.com.

Dan asked about the RMSP seminar.  Is it a lecture?  Carla explained that it is a two-day seminar with different topics throughout each day.  You can pick from two sessions at each time, beginning versus advanced.  You select the classes you want when you get there, and you can move easily from one to the other.  For example, from 9 to 11 a.m., Photography Basics versus Advanced are the two sessions.  It ends with a closing session and critique.  Carla read through the schedule.  Anyone who wants to look at the brochure, feel free to do so.

Carla asked if there was any new business.  Peggy Lawrey said there is another seminar in August, sponsored by Shutterbug.

Has anyone been to the zoo lately?  There are a lot of changes in the works.  Right now, all you can get to is Australia and the Tiger Trail.  The barn is coming along.  The crosswalk (promenade) to the elephant watering hole is built but not done yet.  The steep hill up to the sea lions is gone; that area is flat now.  The zoo is getting a lot of new animals, too.  The zoo is one of ten in the country selected to be an elephant breeding facility.  We are getting one male and possibly two female elephants.  The male’s name is Jackson, and he is from Philadelphia.  They are planning to bring in two younger females in July.  Did you know it costs $30,000 to move an elephant?
We also are getting two 18-month-old Sumatran tigers, and we will be a breeding facility for baboons.

We are getting a new male tree kangaroo, because the one we had was an escape artist.  The new male red panda is already breeding with the female.  We also are getting more meerkats and ring-tailed lemurs.

The zoo is building a kids’ slide that is two stories high.  The kids slide down and come out of a snake’s mouth at the end.

Carla added images of kangaroos and joeys to our Web site.  She was one of the first to see one of the joeys out of the pouch.
Terry Fretz gave the treasurer’s report.  The beginning and ending balance is $1,855.63.  Terry also had a list for the roster.  It was passed around so members could check it for accuracy.

If you are not receiving e-mail, you can check the minutes or the newsletter on our Website.

The FOTZ price is going up, but there is a deal where you can renew for less if you do it early.  Carla thinks you have to renew by March 1 to get the deal.

The new photo contest for this quarter is themed Transportation.  Two categories are available:  color or black and white.  Images have to be shot between the last meeting and April.  It was pointed out that taking pictures of trains is legal if done from a public right of way, but it is illegal if taken from private property; this is a new law since September 11.

The summer contest would be a good time for the kids’ contest.  What subject do we want for that one?  We decided it would be anything at the zoo.

Carla said she put together a little presentation on film versus digital photography and using filters for black and white.  First, she discussed how black and white film images come out in tones of gray, and how filters can provide more or less contrast.  She showed several pictures that were black and white with no filter and then with different types of filters – red, green, blue, and so on.
Then she showed how, using Photoshop, you can do the same thing.  If you select grayscale or desaturate, it will be like not using a filter.  But you can use channels and it is similar to using filters.  She used an image of Dan as an example and manipulated it in several ways, changing the effect each time.  But Dan remained as handsome as ever!  ;-)
She said you also can take an image you are not that impressed with and improve it by making it black and white.  She had a picture of her cousin that she did not like as much, and she played with it and found she liked it better in black and white.  She cropped it, turned it, and found she liked the close-up quite a bit more.  She said you also can bring part of the color back; for example, making the eyes match the background.

You can change the color balance.  A print often comes out better with a tiny bit of red and yellow in it to warm it up a bit.

Playing with channels can make a world of difference.  You also can play with levels to adjust the contrast to where you like it.

Carla said you can change it so much with channels versus using desaturate, which just flattens it and gives you no control.

She said she would put instructions on the Web site.  Do we want to have a technical section on the Web site that members only could post to?  The group thought it was a good idea to have a Photoshop area and maybe have a forum.
We took a break at 8 p.m. and enjoyed treats brought by Walter Hodge.

Carla showed the sequence of photos of the joey jumping back into the pouch when a kangaroo approached to investigate.

Next we saw some slides of members’ images.  Jake had images from Squaw Creek to share, including an eagle shot with Carla’s 300-800 zoom.  Also, we saw images of ducks, scenery, sunset on the creek, bunnies, lion and cubs, Jungle Bells, and the Plaza.

Carla showed some of her Plaza shots as well.

Walter presented a short program on some of his images.  He said he shot a lot of images at the auto show last year.  He was using his handheld meter to measure the light.  It gives an average, so he was surprised at how well it came out.  In some of the pictures, he said he should have used a polarizer, because there was a lot of glare off the cars.  He was using available light; he said he seldom shoots with flash.

Walter said that on weekends he is always close to his camera.  So at church, he was able to capture an image of a stained glass window.  This was at a cathedral in Kansas City, Kansas.  He has been thinking of doing a book on church windows.  Dan said it is best to shoot them on cloudy days when there is even light.

Walter also had images of a trip to Ft. Lauderdale and Key West to do some scuba diving, and the drive back.  He stopped at a botanical garden in Tampa 45 minutes before closing last December right after Pearl Harbor Day.  It was a free botanical garden.  They were still cleaning up from the storm and had lots of rubbish, trees tipped over, and so on.
He had pictures of a lake – the only area not torn up – with lily pads and flowers, taken with a 200mm lens.  He also had images of the unique and strange banyan trees.

There was an Art Deco area in the city, and lots of building going on.  He is interested in buildings, bridges, and high-rises.  It was an interesting trip.

Carla asked if there were any pictures for the Web site and said she is always looking for images.  So if you are at the zoo, shoot some and get them to her.
More zoo news:

Africa will not reopen until April due to the construction.

There is a new deck near the cheetahs; you can look back and see where they usually lie hidden from view.

The fence at the baboon exhibit is being moved to bring them closer.  We will be getting three male and three female baboons for breeding.

We are bringing in a male serval, and we have a male and female red-ruffed lemur.

Polar bears are planned for 2009, and penguins should be here by 2008.  We’ve gotten some funding for penguins.  By 2007, they should improve the parking area and have a drop-off area close to the entrance.

We will be a holding facility for Sumatran tigers.

Dick Ross shared some of his images, including pictures of the four black swan signets.  Also, he shoots for the Kansas City Star Web site and had images of the Bikers for Babies event; the Klondike Derby at Smithville Lake; Kwanzaa; the Patriots Run on September 11, 2005; the Shriners Pajama Party; sledding on Farmers Insurance hill; and the Smithville triathlon for physically challenged athletes.  A fresh bunch of pictures are on the KC Star Web site each week.
For the next seven weeks, he will be teaching fundamentals of photography at Lansing Prison, and he needs some cable releases and tripods, if anyone has any to spare.

The meeting adjourned around 9 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for March 20 at 7 p.m.


-- Tracy Goodrich
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