Kansas City Zoo Photo Club Meeting Minutes

July 19, 2004
The meeting began with our guest speaker, Dr. Jim Swanson, giving his presentation.  Dr. Swanson is a veterinarian from Kansas City, Kansas.  Dr. Swanson noted how photography has evolved to where more people are comfortable with digital photography.  He said that the photos he brought tonight to share have not been manipulated except for possibly correcting tone or saturation.  He has shot pictures using a medium-format camera and scanning his images in to the computer.  He then prints on an Epson printer, except for his panoramic shots.
He has used a Mamiya 6x7 medium-format, a Hasselblad, and for digital, a Fuji FinePix S2, a Nikon Coolpix 990, and a Coolpix 5000.  He said he will probably be going back to shooting black-and-white film soon.
Dr. Swanson explained that he didn’t bring a lot of pictures from the zoo tonight, since we have probably seen a lot of that.  He sometimes tries to take unique shots of parts of the animal that tell a story, for example, two chimps holding hands (a mom and a baby) or just the hooves of a goat standing on a log.

The only disadvantage with taking zoo shots is you have to add a disclaimer that the animals are captive when you sell them.  Dr. Swanson said he has never been on safari and doesn’t have a lot of experience with different regions except Colorado.  He has not taken a lot of wildlife shots, but has taken a lot of nature images.
Dr. Swanson asked how many people were printing their own photos.  Most members raised their hands.  How many have their own darkroom?  A few indicated that they did.  Johnson County Community College has a darkroom and classes, which is a good way to go if you don’t want to invest in your own.
He pointed out that the newer digital cameras actually can take better close-ups than an SLR macro lens.  The bee and lilies of the valley photos he brought tonight were taken with his Coolpix.  The 990 was probably the best close-up camera he had.  He has a Nikon F3 High Point camera that he doesn’t use, but its lenses fit on the Fuji digital.
Dr. Swanson was asked if he was developing and printing his own medium-format images.  He said he is not developing his own, but he scans them and prints them on an Epson 760 printer.

He said he had rented a Fuji panoramic camera for $50 a day; actually, he used it from Friday through Monday because the shop was closed doing inventory.  He used it in Rocky Mountain National Park to take the image of the mountains with the approaching storm.  He said it was cold – about 5 degrees – when he took this picture, but you couldn’t tell it from the image.  He was standing in a creek when the wind caught the tripod.  Luckily he caught the camera before it hit the creek bed, since it is a $6,000 camera!

He has had shows at local libraries and in Lawrence.

He gets his mats from Light Impressions and buys frames when they are on sale at Michael’s or Joanne’s.  He uses a Nikon Coolscan for 35mm and an Epson 3200 scanner for medium-format images.  This is inexpensive and better than drum scanning at $50 per scan.

Paper was discussed briefly.  He said Canon and Epson have some new longevity paper that will last quite a while.  He likes matte (flat) paper.  Matte papers make nicer prints and hold color well.  He uses Somerset paper, but also has experimented.  Photo rag paper like Hahnemuehle is very nice, but expensive.  Moab Entrada paper is excellent and not as expensive.  He likes Ilford Pearl a lot for glossy prints.  Ilford makes a really good line, better than Epson Semigloss.  He buys his paper online from places like Lexjet and IT; it is cheaper and quick.
He shoots all transparency film (except when shooting black and white) and likes Fuji Velvia 50 and Kodak VS100.  He really likes the VS100 for shooting water – you get deep blues and reds, and fine grain.

After listening to Art Wolfe and George Lepp recommend pushing film, he tried taking VS100 film and pushing it to 200.  If you process it that way, you get incredible colors.

He has looked into printing transparency photos on the printer, but you have to use dye sub printers and he doesn’t have that kind.  Dye sublimation gives you more brilliant colors but less longevity.

The new pigmented inks are really good, so that color from the new printers will nearly match what you get from dye-sub printers, and they will last longer.  He bases his information on tests done by the Wilhelm Institute.  The biggest problem with printed images is ozone.  It deteriorates ink more than sunlight does, so put your images behind glass.  Dr. Swanson was asked if Plexiglas would protect from ozone.  He said he wasn’t sure, but Plexiglas is probably not archival quality, so might be a problem.

Dr. Swanson explained that his image of the calypso orchid or princess slipper may not seem that noteworthy, but it is only in a small region of Rocky Mountain National Park.  It took him five hours to hike to the area, and he found four flowers!  These are small flowers, so he took the shots lying down with his Fuji F2 and a macro lens.

He has two printers, an Epson 2200 and an Epson 7600.  The new Epson 4000 is the only printer that can take both Photo Black (glossy) and Matte Black (flat) ink cartridges simultaneously.  It costs about $1,700 and is on back order right now.  It will print an 8x10 in 60 seconds at high resolution.
Dr. Swanson said there is nothing wrong with not printing your images at home.  You can take film in and have it scanned to disk, and prints can be made from the disk.  Places like Sam’s Club have Fuji printers and do good work.  You can get an 8x10 for $2, 4x6s for 25 cents each, etc.  Or you can upload images to Web sites like Shutterfly and have them print them for you.  All printing these days is done by computer.  Even Custom Color’s drum scan is digital.

Dr. Swanson’s informative presentation ended around 7:30 p.m.  The club took a break to enjoy treats brought by Tracy Goodrich and to look at Dr. Swanson’s images and talk to him.

At 7:45 p.m., the meeting reconvened.  Terry Fretz gave the Treasurer’s report.  He said nothing has gone in or out of the account for awhile, and our present balance is $1,468.74.
Dues are payable next month!  They are $20 for individual memberships and $30 for couples.  Make checks payable to the Kansas City Zoo Photo Club.  Bill Pasek said we will generate a new list of paid members after dues are collected.  It was asked what we do for members who join half-way through the year, etc.  Dues are prorated for those members.  We had decided to prorate on a quarterly basis, so if you joined one quarter late, you would have to pay only 75% of the rate, for example.
Bill asked Peggy Lawrey how the wall at Deja Zoo was going.  Peggy said she hasn’t been at the zoo for awhile, but she will exchange some of the prints soon.  We have been able to sell a couple of matted pictures.  The rack of matted prints is pretty full right now.  If she gets some more pictures, she can take down some of the member’s pictures who have three up.
Jim Rendina said he is always looking for pictures for the kiosk.  A few came in tonight that he can use.  He made some new mats, mostly 8x10s (last time the mats were for 7x9 or 5x7 images).  He will put new images up this month.  Hopefully we will have reptile images up by the end of the week.

Steve Brewer said he changed out the Photo Club home page on our Web site today.  He put up one of Wayne’s images of the bearded dragon.  He is starting to work on the member galleries, so that each person who has submitted pictures will have their own gallery page.
He also said he got the minutes caught up on the Web site today.  He is missing several months’ worth of minutes.  Tracy said to contact her if he needed minutes for specific months, and she could provide them.

Steve said he thought a lot of people have hit the Web site, and many have read the old minutes.

He said suggestions for changes to the Web site are welcome.

The group thanked Sarah O’Bryan for the great job that was done on the zoo walk-through recently.  Twelve members showed up!

Sarah informed the group that the walk-through scheduled for the 24th of July has been canceled.  There is no staff available to do the tour.  The walk-through on August 7, however, is still a “go”.

Sarah was asked what images of animals were still needed from the list she provided recently.  She said pictures of primates were a high priority.  She prefers digital images but will take anything!

Bill said we didn’t have a volunteer for Tech Talk this evening, but he noted that our speaker mentioned that disclaimers were needed on photos taken at the zoo.  He asked if anyone knew any more details about that.  It was clarified that this was for images you sell to a photo agency, not to individuals.
Does anyone have anything to Buy-Sell-Trade?  Steve said he had some black and white chemistry and paper to sell if anyone needs some for a darkroom.  He also has an elderly 400mm lens that fits a Minolta.

Does anyone need a name tag?  If so, put your name down on a piece of paper and give it to Jim.  He will get you a yellow club name tag by the next meeting.

Bill raised a topic that he asked us to consider at the last meeting.  He noted that this is our club and asked what we wanted to do that we aren’t doing, or what do we not want to do?  He suggested a survey that we could fill out anonymously to indicate things we want different on the Web site, input on the meeting agenda, suggestions for programs, and so on.  The group agreed this was a good idea, so Bill said he would work on a survey.

Bill raised the issue of the annual election of officers.  It’s that time again.  Terry agreed to stay on as Treasurer, Marie Bohndorf will remain as Vice President, and Tracy will stay as Secretary.  Bill said he did not want to remain as President for another term.  We need a nominating committee to propose candidates for president.
Marie brought up something that was in the FYI section of Saturday’s paper – a scavenger hunt for photographers.  She thought it might be fun to have the same thing for the club.  The group discussed the idea.  There were 15 items on the list that you had to get pictures of.  We could hold our own contest and give a $50 prize to the winner.  Wayne Hickox suggested we could make up our own list of items found at the zoo.  This would be a good idea, but the group decided to start with the list in the paper first.  Next month we will work out the details of the scavenger hunt.  Marie passed out a copy of the article about it.

Marie also said she receives Vivid Light magazine, and every month they include a self-assignment for photographers.  For example, this month the assignment is water.  The winner receives 20 rolls of film.  Marie distributed information on this, too.  Assignments like this would be a good way to get us out taking pictures.  Bill said it could be part of Tech Talk.
Bill asked if there was any interest in day trips we have discussed recently.  Peggy told us at the last meeting about how she used a Pringle’s can lid to adjust the white balance on her digital camera while shooting at Liberty Memorial at night.  Is there any interest in going there?  Peggy said it’s open in the evening on the first Friday of every month from 8 to 10 p.m.  You can go up in the elevator for $5.  Is it safe?  Wayne said he thought they had guards on hand.  Peggy said a small tripod would be good to take.  She hand-held her shots last time but has a table-top tripod she will take next time.

The next evening for Liberty Memorial will be on Friday, August 6.  The walk-through at the zoo is on August 7 at 8:30 a.m.

Jim will put name tags in the mail for anyone needing them in advance of the walk-through.

Steve asked why we have the name tags.  Besides being good publicity for the club, Sarah explained that zoo staff likes us to wear them so they will know what group we are with when we come through on tours and so on.  They see lots of different groups and like to know what group they are dealing with.

Bill noted that there are lots of paid members who haven’t been coming to the meeting.  Could each of us call one or two members to encourage them to come?  When the group did not respond enthusiastically, it was suggested that we note in red the fact that if you don’t pay your dues, you won’t be a member!  Those who don’t renew their memberships will be removed from the roster.

The evening concluded with members’ slides.  Peggy had a digital slide show of fireworks and patriotic music that she took at Blue Springs High School on the Fourth of July.  She explained that it was hard to take fireworks shots due to the delay with the digital camera.  She had to time her shots carefully so she could hit the button before the fireworks exploded.  She used Program mode and just hand-held the camera, but was braced in a chair.  Nice job, Peggy!
Jim shared some very funny and weird animal slides he found on a couple of Web sites created by people who obviously had too much time on their hands!  The Web sites are www.worth1000.com and www.humandescent.com.

Mickey shared images from the walk-through, include reptiles (snakes and alligators), lorikeets, Australian birds, and peacocks.

Wayne had some images from inside the reptile exhibit – the bearded dragon, green tree python, and monitors -- as well as an ocean pier at Rockport, Texas.

Crystal Nederman had images to share of some trips she has taken, including the Grand Canyon, Arches National Park, Canyon de Chelly, and Bryce and Zion Parks, including a shot of the Grand Canyon at the tail end of a storm, with a rainbow that lasted all of ten seconds.  Nice catch, Chris!  They did a three-mile bumpy ride through the slot canyons near Page, Arizona.  She also had shots of a lighthouse near Portland, Maine.  It was very windy and rained every night after her work meetings were over, so shooting pictures was difficult, but she got lucky the final morning and caught this shot of the lighthouse.
The meeting adjourned around 8:45 p.m.  The next meeting is August 16 at 7 p.m.



-- Tracy Goodrich
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