Kansas City Zoo Photo Club Meeting Minutes

November 21, 2005
Carla Ferris called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
She reviewed the success of the photo shoot at Boo at the Zoo.  The first weekend, we sold a few prints, and then the second weekend, we sold about $800!  Overall, we made about $1,093, and Dan has expenses of about $40 plus there are expenses for order forms, postage, and so on.  So overall, we made close to $1,000.  We owe the zoo $212, or 20 percent of what we made.  Basically this project paid for our new projector!
Carla showed some of the pictures from the shoot; we were using an orange background and seating people on haystacks.  Randy Wisthoff, the Zoo director, saw the setup and really liked it.  He wants to do something similar with Jungle Bells, only he wants to give away the pictures.  This would be on December 3 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Peggy Lawrey and Dan Paulsen will bring printers.  If we have a couple of people shooting, we could handle it.  She asked for volunteers, and Dan, Peggy, Jim Rendina, and Linda Hanley said they could help.  The shoot will be in the IMAX lobby.  The group discussed how much paper would be needed.  Peggy said she had 380 pieces of paper left.  They estimated 200 people.

Carla said the more we can help the zoo at these types of event, the more they will see they can depend on us.

Carla mentioned the camera club business cards that the group asked her to order.  She brought two to three boxes of them for anyone who wants them to hand out to potential members.  She passed the cards around.  She pointed out that they are small enough that they would be easy to carry in your camera bag, a pocket, etc.

Two new people have joined the club:  Marty Roscoe and Maynard Hounshell.  They have been to the zoo several times, as well as nature centers and other zoos.  Welcome!
The Treasurer’s Report shows we have a total of $1,286.95, plus the money we made from Boo at the Zoo.

Dan shared his ideas for trips and group shoots.  He suggested we rent a room at the hotel on the Plaza and shoot the Plaza lights before they are turned off.  Jim said the last time or two that we did this, we went in January.  It is easier to get in then.  It was a fun evening and only costs about $150 or so.  Jim moved and Tom Goodner seconded that we reserve a room in January for a Plaza lights shoot.  The motion passed.  Jim offered to call about the room; he will try to get a balcony on the seventh floor or higher.  Carla will send out the information using e-mail, or the newsletter will tell when the event is, but probably the 7th or the 14th.

In the early spring, we could have a day at the zoo where we spread out and shoot different places.  We could take a bunch of pictures and display them someplace to show off the zoo.

Michelle Riley reminded everyone that the photo contest will be held at our next meeting in January.  This is one of the new quarterly contests, and the theme for this contest is Fall.

Dan gave a short slide presentation tonight.  All these images were shot with his Nikon D100 with a 28-300 Tamron lens; he was shooting on Program.
He showed an image of a snake at Quivira Wildlife Refuge near Hutchinson.  Also he had pictures of Devil’s Tower in Wyoming from his vacation last summer.  He said he liked this image of a biker with a beard, beer, and a do rag.  He had a great shot of lots of bikers from a rally for breast cancer near the 95th Street overpass.  About 300 bikers were riding 4 abreast.  They raised $12,000, and were hoping for $3,000!  He also had a picture of Santa Claus on a bike.  He had some images also from Burr Oak Woods and Kill Creek Park, including flowers.  He and Carla went to a burn-off at night at Kill Creek.  Fire is kind of hard to photograph.  If you expose for the fire, you miss the smoke, and if you expose for the smoke, you burn out the fire.  He was shooting at 5 to 8 seconds.
He had a picture of Carla and Linda’s lenses at Quivira (he was driving, and all the birds were on the right!).  He did have images of a red-winged blackbird and a heron.  This was an outing with the Great Plains Nature Photographers group.

Dan shared some pictures of a visit with a friend named Chuck Slade, a third-grade teacher from LA.  His brothers do the bike rally in July every year.

He showed a neat image of a bike and rider in smoke.  Also, he had pictures from a poker run they did on their bikes – a card is left at each location, and whoever has the best hand wins.  They started in Iowa and hit five stops in three states for a total of 67 miles:  Iowa, South Dakota, Minnesota, and back to Iowa.

Dan had pictures of his niece’s wedding, which he shot.  He also had pictures of a mockingbird at the zoo, a warthog, a serval, the ibis, doves, and a Bali myna.  He had images of grasses and flowers from Ernie Miller Nature Center, and a rusty hinge and an outhouse at Tallgrass Prairie Preserve.  His pictures included images of a Gabon viper eating a rat, and a foggy Kansas City skyline from the top of Liberty Memorial.
Carla said this is what we would like to do with pictures going forward – have club members do small presentations regularly.

Tom passed around an article on faulty imaging chips, as an FYI for those who have a 2004 or older digital camera.  There is a recall on some lithium-ion batteries.  Tom said if you are having problems, be sure to ask around.  Some service shops will charge $150 to fix it, but the manufacturer may fix it for free.  Peggy said that you can go online to Digital Photography Review and search on your camera to find out some of this information.

We took a break around 8 p.m. and enjoyed treats brought by Ann Moss.

At 8:15 p.m., Carla started a presentation on PhotoShop that Marie asked her to do.  Carla explained how to create images such as the logo on the Web site and on our business cards, which is a collage of images within large letters that spell out a word.  This technique involves a lot of layers.  She illustrated the technique.  She said layer masks are great once you get used to them.  They give you much flexibility.  She was using Impact font.  The possibilities are limitless if you use your imagination with layers.
Carla and Barbara Chase will send e-mails about the Plaza shoot when we have details nailed down.

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.  The next meeting is January 16 at 7 p.m.


-- Tracy Goodrich
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